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ever-growing  firm,  having  used  the  name  of  BEN’S 
STAMP  &  COIN  CO.  for  over  30  years,  is  still  greeting 
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numismatic  firms. 
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WHY  ANOTHER  COIN  PERIODICAL? 


It  is  customary  for  an  editor  of  a  new  magazine  to  issue  an' open¬ 
ing  statement  to  the  effect  that  there  has  been  a  long-standing, 
crying  need  for  a  periodical  that  really  covers  the  field. 

Frankly,  we  believe  that  there  are  several  fine  weekly,  bi-weekly, 
and  monthly  publications  in  our  country  that  do  a  creditable  job 
of  keeping  the  collectors  and  dealers  informed  and  busy  in  their 
pursuit  of  numismatics  in  general. 

Our  reason  for  entering  this  crowded  market  is  somewhat  de¬ 
fensive. 


We  simply  have  to  change  with  the  times,  and  we  sincerely  believe 
that  this  magazine,  if  it  succeeds  in  its  intended  purpose,  will  lift  us 
out  of  a  sort  of  dilemma.  Its  purpose  is  primarily  to  lend  aid  and 

comfort  to  the  thousands  of  loyal  owners  of  our 
standard  reference  books  which  are  issued  a  year 
or  more  apart.  A  year  is  a  long  interval  between 
editions— made  to  seem  longer  by  the  quickening 
pace  of  the  coin  market  and  the  stepped-up  flow 
of  new  issues  of  foreign  governments. 

So  we  have  set  about  to  specifically  keep  GUIDE 
BOOK  readers  up  to  date  on  current  coin  values 
and  the  CATALOG  OF  MODERN  WORLD 
COINS  readers  regularly  informed  on  new  issues 
with  catalog  numbers.  Other  important  functions 
include  bulletins  covering  any  changes,  dis¬ 
coveries,  date  additions,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
data  which  reflect  the  growth  and  momentum  of 


R.  S.  YEOMAN 
Editor-in-Chief 


this  great  hobby. 

The  Red  Book  and  Modern  World  Coin  catalogs  are  the  two  most 
important,  but  every  coin  reference  book  which  WHITMAN  has 
published  to  date  may  at  anytime  be  the  subject  of  a  paragraph  or 
two.  Such  a  notice  might  be  an  addition  to  a  list,  an  expansion  of 
a  description,  or  any  significant,  pertinent,  supplementary  notation 
that  would  make  a  particular  WHITMAN  reference  book  more 
useful  and  complete. 

Publications  most  likely  to  receive  this  kind  of  attention  each 
month  would  be  such  well  known  WHITMAN  standards  as:  A 
Guide  Book  Of  U.  S.  Coins  and  A  Catalog  Of  Modern  World  Coins 
already  mentioned;  A  Handbook  of  U.  S.  Coins,  Standard  Catalogue 
Of  Canadian  Coins ,  Tokens,  And  Paper  Money,  A  Guide  Book  Of 
English  Coins,  A  Guide  Book  Of  Mexican  Decimal  Coins,  A  Guide  To 
Civil  War  Store  Card  Tokens,  United  States  Territorial  Coinage  For 
The  Philippine  Islands,  Alaska’s  Coinage  Through  The  Years,  Ha¬ 
waiian  Coins,  Tokens ,  And  Paper  Money,  The  Money  Of  Puerto  Rico, 
The  Colonial  Coinage  Of  The  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands,  United  States  Pat¬ 
tern,  Experimental,  And  Trial  Pieces,  and  others  now  in  print.  New 
titles  projected  for  future  release  will  also  be  subject  to  our  attention 
for  any  new  data  after  they  are  published. 
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1  hat’s  quite  a  list  of  books,  and  we  have  assumed  the  respon¬ 
sibility  through  the  pages  of  this  journal  for  keeping  all  subscribers 
as  up  to  date  as  possible,  issue  by  issue,  as  space  permits.  You  will 
note  that  the  size  of  our  magazine  page  is  identical  with  that  of  al¬ 
most  every  reference  book  listed.  Any  page,  therefore,  can  be 
moved  and  inserted  inconspicuously  in  its  proper  catalog. 

Our  contemporaries,  Scott  Publications,  Inc., 
have  made  this  type  of  service  available  to  their 
stamp  catalog  users  for  many  years  through 
their  excellent  periodical,  Scott's  Monthly  Stamp 
Journal.  Until  1951,  the  late  Wayte  Raymond 
published  The  Coin  Collectors  Journal.  This  pub¬ 
lication  had  a  similar  purpose,  and  some  well 
known  standard  references  such  as  COINS  OF 
THE  WORLD  and  GOLD  COINS  OF  NORTH 
AND  SOUTH  AMERICA  had  their  beginnings  in 
serial  form  in  that  magazine.  Ours  is  not  a  new 
idea,  therefore,  but  the  need  for  this  type  of  mag¬ 
azine  has  been  revived  because  of  the  growing 
importance  of  *a  number  of  standard  reference 
books  published  by  WHITMAN  in  recent  years. 

So  much  for  the  features  that  come  under  the  head  of  “must.” 
Now  a  few  words  are  in  order  describing  those  elements  which  will 
lend  variety  and  balance  to  our  new  magazine.  In  general,  we  will 
cover  all  phases  of  numismatics.  At  one  time  or  another  short 
articles  will  appear  covering  coins  of  historic  interest,  medals,  paper 
money,  tokens,  mint  errors,  or  anything  that  we  consider  timely, 
significant,  or  just  plain  entertaining.  Prominent  numismatic  au¬ 
thorities  have  already  expressed  willingness  to  participate  in  our 
program  of  both  book-length  and  single-issue  papers.  We  can  expect 
a  wide  selection  of  stimulating  and  enlightening  articles  from 
these  sources.  We  already  have  several  sizable  manuscripts  on  hand 
which  will  appear  first  in  serial  form  in  these  pages.  After  com¬ 
pletion  they  will  be  reprinted  in  book  form.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  a  year’s  accumulation  of  Journals 
will  total  about  three  standard  books  aside  from 
the  supplementary  material  outlined  above. 

Like  any  successful  magazine,  we  plan  regular 
features  designed  to  broaden  its  utility.  We  ex¬ 
pect  to  include  book  reviews  of  top  level  numis¬ 
matic  works.  Occasional  world  currency  exchange 
rates  will  be  listed  for  the  special  benefit  of  those 
who  buy  and  sell  beyond  their  borders.  Reports 
of  mints  will  be  gleaned  for  special  statistical  or 
technical  data  and  printed  in  concise  style.  If  our 
readers  write  us  constructively  on  any  numis¬ 
matic  subject  or  comment  on  a  particular  article, 
our  decision  to  print  their  letters  will  be  based  on  their  importance 
in  terms  of  reader  interest. 

Perhaps  we  should  close  with  a  short  list  of  things  we  will  not  in¬ 
clude  in  the  Journal.  There  will  be  no  organization  reports,  news 
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about  robberies  or  other  sensational  develop¬ 
ments.  We  will  have  no  classified  ads,  auction 
lists,  coin  investment  plans,  speculative  offers  of 
coins  in  bags  or  rolls,  or  ads  for  altered,  facsimile 
or  fake  numismatic  specimens  of  any  description. 

We  will  include  dignified  advertising  from  a 
limited  number  of  dealers. 

Ed  Metzger,  a  new  member  of  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  staff,  is  in  charge  of  advertising  and  sub¬ 
scriptions.  All  correspondence  should  be  addressed 
to  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  1220 
Mound  Avenue,  Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 

We  have  tried  to  present  a  clear  picture  of  our 
new  venture.  Our  skills  and  efforts  are  joined  to 
please  you,  the  reader,  whose  acceptance  is  the  sole  measure  of  our 
success.  We  hope  to  have  you  with  us  from  now  on. — R.  S.  Yeoman 


ED  METZGER 
Advertising  Manager 
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One  of  the  most  potentially  re¬ 
warding  features  of  any  extended 
series  of  coinage  is  the  possibility 
of  finding  major  variations  that 
can  lend  a  high  degree  of  interest 
to  such  a  series.  This  is  illustrated 
particularly  well  when  a  muled 
or  mis-mated  coinage  is  discov¬ 
ered.  Such  a  discovery  is  of  major 
significance  since  it  is  evidence 
that  dies  originally  made  for  two 
different  coins  of  approximately 
the  same  size  have  through  error 
(or  on  occasion  of  necessity)  been 
employed  to  produce  a  coin  that 
was  never  meant  to  be  struck. 

Such  a  mule  has  recently  been 
found,  and  is  here  published  for 
the  first  time.  The  coin  is  a  10 
Centavos  piece  of  Mexico,  struck 
in  1885  at  the  Culiacan  mint,  as- 
sayer’s  initial  M.  The  obverse  die 
shows  the  eagle  of  the  $2%  gold 
coin  made  from  1870  to  1893.  The 
reverse  die  is  normal.  The  regular 
type  of  10  Centavos  was  made 
from  1869  to  1897. 


1885  10  Centavos  Mule,  Culiacan  mint 

WHITMAN’S  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  the  series,  A  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  MEXICAN  DECIMAL 
COINS  by  Theodore  V.  Buttrey, 
lists  three  other  instances  of 
muled  coinage.  On  page  45  there 
is  a  listing  and  an  illustration  of 
a  5  Centavos  of  1898,  Guanajuato 
mint;  this  coin  combines  the  ob¬ 
verse  eagle  of  the  gold  One  Peso 


with  the  normal  reverse.  The  1898 
coinage  of  Guanajuato  presents  a 
very  unique  situation,  since  on 
page  104  there  is  listed  a  gold 
One  Peso  of  the  same  date  and 
mint  which  uses  the  obverse  eagle 
of  the  silver  5  Centavos!  In  other 
words,  the  dies  were  simply 
switched  at  Guanajuato  for  these 
two  coins,  and  for  most  of  the 
issue.  Such  a  mistake  is  readily 
understood,  since  a  general  modi¬ 
fication  of  the  obverse  eagle  de¬ 
sign  was  applied  throughout  the 
minor  coinage,  and  it  was  only 
natural  to  put  on  a  “new”  eagle 
for  the  silver  coin — only  to  dis¬ 
cover  later  in  the  year  that  the 
dies  had  been  mis-used.  As  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact,  the  error  was  caught 
on  the  gold  coinage  in  time  to 
produce  some  normal  One  Peso 
pieces,  but  as  far  as  is  known 
today  all  the  silver  5  Centavos 
coins  of  the  Guanajuato  issue  of 
1898  are  mules. 

Finally,  on  page  54  of  the  book 
there  is  listed  a  10  Centavos  of 
1886,  Chihuahua  mint,  “small 
eagle  obverse.”  Subsequent  edi¬ 
tions  will  change  this  description 
to  read — “Muled  coinage,  combin¬ 
ing  the  obverse  eagle  of  the  gold 
$2%  with  the  regular  reverse.” 

The  new  1885  10  Centavos  mule 
will  be  similarly  listed. 

The  Mexican  decimal  series  is 
replete  with  overdates,  curiously 
made  dies  and  other  features 
which  make  the  coinage  a  highly 
desirable  one  to  collect.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  there  are  many  other  dis¬ 
coveries  such  as  this  waiting  to 
be  noticed  by  alert  numismatists. 
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EMPIRE  COIN  CO.,  INC.  Wants  to  Buy 
COINS  OF  THE  WORLD . 

CROWNS,  SPECIMEN  SETS,  SCARCE  GOLD 
AND  ALL  OTHER  WORTHWHILE 
FOREIGN  ITEMS 

We  are  willing  to  pay  fair,  competitive  prices. 
Our  select  stock  of  coins  of  the  world  attests  to 
the  prices  we  are  willing  to  pay. 

We  list  below  some  modern  foreign  crowns  and 
the  prices  we  will  pay: 


Country 

Yeoman  i£ 

We  Pay  for 

Albania 

1  1 

$  60.00 

Bermuda 

1 

6.75 

Bulgaria 

40 

9.00 

China 

22 

27.50 

Colombia 

72 

9.00 

Cuba 

16 

6.00 

Germany 

77 

35.00 

Great  Britain 

75 

50.00 

Greece 

A37 

40.00 

Guatemala 

83 

70.00 

Italy 

91 

40.00 

New  Zealand 

6 

150.00 

Salvador 

30 

25.00 

San  Marino 

1  1 

20.00 

At  present  our  purchase  interests  include  all 
United  States  coins  and  coins  of  the  world  from 
1600  to  date.  You  are  assured  of  courteous  and 
prompt  dealings  when  you  sell  to  Empire. 

EMPIRE  COm  CO.,  i 

INC.  j 

Empire  Building  | 

Johnson  City  16,  N.Y.  | 

"Home  of  the  World's  Finest  Coins"  I 


1 1  ■  • 
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By  Ken  Bressett 


Book  reviews  appearing  in  this  column  are  designed  to  acquaint 
readers  with  highlights  of  numismatic  literature  both  old  and  new. 
Whitman  publications  will  be  reviewed  as  they  appear  as  well  as 
selected  works  of  other  publishers. 

A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Fractional  Currency ,  by  Matt 
Rothert.  Whitman  Publishing  Co.,  1963.  Soft  cover,  84  pages,  fully 
illustrated,  $1.00. 

The  newest  book  in  the  WHITMAN  numismatic  reference  series 
fills  a  gap  that  has  long  been  neglected  by  all  publishers.  A  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  U>*S.  FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY  by  Matt  H.  Rothert 
covers  the  entire  series  of  fractional  paper  money  in  one  compact, 
easy  to  understand  volume.  It  has  a  total  of  84  pages  bound  with  the 
familiar  black  soft  cover. 

The  most  useful  part  of  this  new  book  is  the  catalog  section  which 
lists  every  type  and  major  variety  in  the  fractional  currency  series. 
These  interesting  notes  were  issued  from  1862  to  1876  and  form  a 
most  unique  part  of  our  American  currency.  191  separate  items  are 
listed  and  priced.  The  values  range  from  “very  good”  to  “new”  con¬ 
dition.  All  of  the  major  varieties  are  included  together  with  specimen 
notes. 

Special  chapters  go  into  great  detail  in  explaining  the  history  of 
each  issue  in  this  series,  the  grades  of  condition,  specimen  notes, 
valuations  and  counterfeiting.  Each  type  is  clearly  illustrated,  and 
a  great  many  additional  pictures  show  experimental,  trial  and  freak 
notes,  as  well  as  errors,  strips,  blocks,  sheets,  essays,  and  the  frac¬ 
tional  currency  shield. 

The  book  should  be  of  paramount  value  to  collectors  since  this 
series  has  shown  a  revival  in  interest  recently  and  there  is  no  other 
low  priced  book  on  the  market  describing  these  notes  in  detail  or 
giving  values. 

K.E.B. 


Catalogue  of  German  War  Tokens  by  Robert  A.  Lamb,  published 
by  the  author,  1963,  141  pages,  soft-bound,  fully  illustrated,  $2.95. 
(Originally  appeared  as  serialized  articles  in  the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine  from  May,  1961  to  September,  1963.) 

A  recent  surge  in  the  collecting  of  foreign  coins,  tokens  and  paper 
money  has  been  materially  aided  with  the  release  in  November,  1963 
of  this  catalog.  In  a  numismatic  “first”  the  author  has  presented  what 
appears  to  be  a  comprehensive  and  well-illustrated  book  on  the  war- 
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time  German  necessity  issues  of  the  1914-1921  period.  Prices  are  also 
given  for  each  piece  “in  fine  condition”,  i.e.  no  rust  or  corrosion  on  the 
pieces. 

The  listings  proceed  alphabetically,  and  in  the  manner  presented 
ought  to  be  a  practical  and  easy-to-use  guide  to  these  tokens.  Photo¬ 
graphs  are  for  the  most  part  well  executed,  and  indicated  prices 
show  the  series  to  be  easily  accessible  to  anyone  wishing  to  indulge 
in  a  wealth  of  historical  fun  at  comparatively  little  expense. 

A  notable  feature  is  the  short  but  important  Appendix  which 
carries  a  listing  of  Inflation  Period  Notgeld  1922-23. 

The  author  has  limited  the  scope  of  his  work  to  Municipal  issues, 
which  he  defines  as  those  “issued  by  a  responsible  civic  agency  as 
distinguished  from  those  issued  by  individuals  or  business  firms.” 
We  were  sorry  to  note  that  the  many  interesting  streetcar  pieces  as 
well  as  prisoner-of-war  issues  were  excluded,  since  these  two  areas 
contain  a  wide  potential  appeal  even  at  the  present  time.  We  well 
realize  the  amount  of  care  and  thought  that  must  have  gone  into  Mr. 
Lamb’s  fine  work  thus  far,  and  can  only  hope  that  he  will  proceed  to 
those  areas  not  included  in  this  book  in  the  near  future. 

N.S. 


Sierra  Leone,  “The  White  Man's  Grave” 

By  Les  Zeller 


The  coins  of  “Lion  Mountain” 
have  always  been  among  the  col¬ 
lecting  world’s  most  popular.  Its 
small  series,  commencing  in  1791 
and  ending,  for  all  practical  pur¬ 
poses,  in  1805,  mirrors  one  of 
man’s  most  noble  dreams — free¬ 
dom. 

A  group  of  London  philanthro¬ 
pists  purchased  the  territory  in 
the  late  18th  century  with  the 
idea  of  forming  a  colony  for  freed 
slaves.  An  English  Court  Judg¬ 
ment  of  1772,  guaranteeing  that 
any  slave  who  set  foot  upon  its 
soil  was  automatically  set  free, 
was  the  basis  for  this  venture. 

The  reasons  for  the  colony 
were  not  all  purely  exalted,  how¬ 
ever.  After  our  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence  many  Royalists,  pre¬ 
dominantly  from  the  south,  fled 
to  England,  the  result  being  that 
the  impoverished  “Virginia  Gen¬ 
tlemen”  could  not  keep  as  free 


men  the  slaves  they  brought. 
Hordes  of  penniless  blacks  were 
thereby  turned  adrift  in  London. 
The  Sierra  Leone  scheme  was  to 
remedy  this  scandalous  situation. 

The  first  try  at  Colonization 
occurred  in  1787  but  was  entirely 
unsuccessful.  A  further  attempt 
in  1791  was  also  a  failure,  even 
though  an  additional  thousand  or 
so  freed  Negroes  from  the  United 
States  arrived  to  lend  support. 
With  these  failures  the  dream  of 
a  completely  self-supporting  na¬ 
tion  was  abandoned  and  a  charter 
for  a  trading  company  was 
granted  late  in  1791.  Meanwhile 
the  local  native  ruler  had  sworn 
allegiance  to  the  Crown  so  that 
Sierra  Leone  became  a  British 
Protectorate. 

The  initial  coinage  consisted  of 
a  dollar,  a  fifty  cent  piece,  twenty 
cents,  ten  cents,  a  cent  and,  oddly, 
a  penny.  Further  ten  cent  and 
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one  cent  pieces  were  struck  in 
1796.  Finally,  a  ten-cent  piece 
was  struck  in  1805.  These  coins 
were  all  struck  at  the  Soho  mint 
and  were  probably  excellent  grist 


of  the  two  larger  denominations 
were  made.  Again,  the  coins  were 
not  issued  and  were  melted  down 
at  the  end  of  1825.  The  only 
known  specimens  occur  as  proofs 


for  the  propaganda  mill  of  home 
coinage  reform. 

Things  went  so  poorly  for  the 
association  that  on  January  1st, 
1808,  the  colony  came  under  di¬ 
rect  control  of  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

As  usual,  no  provision  for  local 
coinage  was  made  by  Parliament 
and  the  need  gradually  became 
acute.  In  1822  the  Governor  of 
the  Colony  applied  for  a  supply 
of  coins.  Although  the  idea  of 
sending  ordinary  British  copper 
and  silver  to  alleviate  the  short¬ 
age  was  bandied  about,  it  was 
finally  realized  that  these  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  negotiate 
because  the  bulk  of  coins  in  cir¬ 
culation  was  Spanish. 

In  one  of  its  typically  inscruta¬ 
ble  acts,  the  British  Treasury  ap¬ 
proved  the  issuance  of  fifty  tons 
of  copper  two,  one  and  half  cents, 
prepared  dies,  struck  five  tons 
and  then  suspended  coinage,  melt¬ 
ing  those  which  had  been  struck. 

A  general  coinage  for  the  col¬ 
onies  followed  in  1823  when,  by 
Treasury  order,  five  tons  of 
l/50th  of  a  dollar,  three  tons 
l/100th,  and  two  tons  l/200th 
were  to  be  struck.  Again,  dies 
were  prepared  and  great  numbers 


(124a,  124b  in  Charlton’s  “Stand¬ 
ard  Catalogue  of  Canadian  Coins”) . 

The  final  issues  of  coins  specif¬ 
ically  for  Sierra  Leone  were  the 
three-halfpenny  pieces  of  1836 
and  1838.  It  is  numismatically 
unfortunate  that  these  pieces 
bore  no  particular  reference  to 
“Lion  Mountain.” 

Since  its  discovery  by  de  Cintra 
in  1462,  Sierra  Leone — so  named 
because  of  the  Leonine  thunder 
on  its  peaks — has  been  hard  luck 
for  the  white  man;  hence  the  ap¬ 
pellation  “White  Man’s  Grave.” 
On  April  27,  1961  it  became  a 
fully  independent  member  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  it  became  the 
100th  member  of  the  UN  on  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1961. 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  February  issue, 
changes  of  address  must  reach 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL  before  January  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 
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★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


PRESIDENTIAL  ART 


Announces  a  splendid  program  guaranteed 
to  please  historians  and  collectors.  PRESI¬ 
DENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC.,  have  been 
granted  approval  by  the  White  House  to 
publicly  display  the  Kennedy  Presidential 
Art  Medal.  Governors,  museums,  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  and  private  collectors  are 
participating  in  this  program,  consisting  of 
scu  Ipt  ured  high  relief  art  medals  being 
issued  for  each  President,  Statehood  and 
Signer  of  the  Declaration  Of  Independence. 


These  artistic  medals  are  offered  in  limited 
issue  of  25  serially  numbered  platinum 
(pure)  $500.00  each,  7500  serially  numbered 
silver  (.999  +  )  $10.00  each  for  the  serious 
collector  and  in  unlimited  bronze  at  $2.50 
each.  Write  today  for  complete  details  on 
this  fascinating  historic  program. 


PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  180,  Englewood,  Ohio 
Telephone  Area  Code  513  836-6000 


i 


PAGE  lO 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  JANUARY  1 96A 


United.  States 
Coin  Value 


Panel  of  Contributors: 


The  following  persons  participated 
Aubrey  E.  Bebee 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Malcolm  0.  E.  Chell-Frost 
Alan  R.  Cohen 
Jerry  Cohen 
Carl  Curcio 
Jim  Delk 

Ralph  DeVincenzo 
Benjamin  C.  Dreiske 

A.  M.  Kagin 
Paul  Kagin 
Abner  Kreisberg 

B.  M.  Dduglas 
Charles  F.  French 


in  this  month’s  compilation: 

Maurice  M.  Gould 
Franklin  H.  Miller 
A1  Overton 

E.  A.  Parker 
Elmer  B.  Ray 
James  F.  Ruddy 
Dick  Rudolf 

F.  K.  Saab 
Norman  Shultz 
Sidney  W.  Smith 
Leonard  W.  Stark 
Maurice  A.  Storck 
Don  Thompson 

R.  E.  Wallace 


The  panel  submitted  prices  for  about  500  U.S.  Coins.  One  hundred 
of  them  are  listed  below.  They  represent  the  most-mentioned  coins. 
We  can  assume  that  they  are  the  most  active  and  therefore  of  para¬ 
mount  interest  to  the  average  collector  of  United  States  coins.  The 
panel  is  composed  of  competent,  experienced  authorities  who  are  deal¬ 
ers  in  every  major  geographical  area  of  the  country.  Most  of  them 
have  been  regular  contributors  to  the  Guide  Book  and  Handbook  for 
many  years. 

This  department  of  the  magazine  will  appear  in  each  monthly  issue 
and  we  believe  that  it  will  reflect  the  ever  changing  coin  market  to 
the  collector  as  accurately  as  it  is  possible  to  report. 

The  valuations  are  averages.  Figures  are  shown  under  the  same  head¬ 
ings  in  which  they  appear  in  the  Guide  Book  (Red  Book)  and  the  Hand- 
hook  (Blue  Book).  Here  the  Handbook  or  premium  values  are  printed 
;n  italics  just  below  the  Red  Book  or  standard  values. 

In  some  instances  spaces  are  blank,  where  there  is  a  corresponding 
valuation  in  the  catalog.  The  omission  simply  means  that  no  reports 
were  received  for  the  particular  grade,  or  there  was  insufficient  par¬ 
ticipation  on  which  to  compute  an  average. 

R.  S.  Y  eoman 

Date  and 

Mint  Mark  flood  V.G.  Fine  V.F.  Ex.  F.  Unc.  Proof 
PROOF  SETS 

1950  $135.00 

115.00 

1951  67.50 

55.00 

1952  43.00 

33.50 
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Date  and 

Mint  Mark  Good  V.G.  Fine  V.F.  Ex.  F.  Unc. 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960  Lg.Dt. 

1960  Sm.Dt. 

1961 

1962 


GENTS 


1856— F.E. 

$565.00 

735.00 

1050.00 

1365.00 

1765.00 

2300.00 

500.00 

550.00 

800.00 

1050.00 

1400.00 

185o.oo 

1857 — F.E. 

3.50 

5.00 

7.50 

12.00 

20.00 

80.00 

2.25 

3.00 

5.00 

7.00 

1858— S.L. 

120.00 

1858— L.L. 

120.00 

1859— Ind. 

77.50 

1861 

86.00 

1863 

23.50 

1864— C.N. 

50.00 

1867 

115.00 

1868 

130.00 

1869 

240.00 

1870 

147.50 

1871 

175.00 

1872 

255.00 

1873 

82.50 

1876 

18.50 

28.50 

45.00 

92.50 

11.50 

1 7.00 

1877 

97.50 

145.00 

220.00 

327.00 

465.00 

815.00 

67.00 

94.00 

145.00 

195.00 

1878 

82.50 

1885 

47.50 

1894 

40.00 

1908— S 

17.50 

30.00 

33.50 

45.00 

63.00 

120.00 

18.00 

18.00 

20.00 

26.00 

1909— S 

70.00 

80.00 

115.00 

135.00 

175.00 

340.00 

Ind. 

47.50 

52.50 

70.00 

85.00 

1909— S 

110.00 

125.00 

145.00 

167.50 

192.50 

310.00 

VDB 

95.00 

105.00 

125.00 

137.50 

1909— S 

28.50 

31.50 

39.00 

46.00 

62.50 

97.50 

22.00 

23.50 

24.00 

33.00 

Proof 

27.50 
'  20.00 

21.50 
16.00 

19.50 

15.25 

11.25 

8.50 
7.00 

5.25 
11.25 

9.00 

6.10 

4.50 

5.50 

4.25 
55.00 
42.50 

3.25 
2.40 
3.10 

2.25 


2665.00 

2125.00 

450.00 

550.00 

550.00 

350.00 

430.00 

255.00 

430.00 

245.00 

230.00 

440.00 

325.00 

345.00 

390.00 

190.00 

165.00 

1240.00 

145.00 

88.50 

75.00 
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Date  and 


Mint  Mark  Good 

V.G. 

Fine 

V.F. 

Ex.  F. 

Une. 

Proof 

1911— S 

9.50 

11.50 

14.50 

18.50 

26.00 

52.50 

5.75 

7.00 

8.50 

10.50 

1914—1) 

42.00 

52.50 

72.50 

120.00 

212.50 

600.00 

32.00 

38.00 

50.00 

80.00 

1924—1) 

12.00 

16.50 

20.00 

30.00 

46.00 

112.50 

7.50 

9.00 

12.50 

18.50 

1926— S 

4.00 

4.85 

6.75 

12.50 

27.50 

110.00 

2.00 

2.50 

3.50 

6.25 

1931— D 

6.25 

10.00 

20.00 

75.00 

3.75 

4.75 

1931— S 

33.00 

40.00 

45.00 

52.50 

60.00 

80.00 

22.00 

26.00 

31.00 

36.00 

1933 

.75 

.95 

1.50 

2.35 

5.00 

21.50 

.25 

.30 

.60 

1.00 

1933— D 

2.60 

3.25 

4.00 

5.25 

10.00 

26.00 

2.00 

2.10 

2.85 

3.75 

1939—1) 

.5,5 

.70 

.85 

1.50 

2.50 

5.75 

.15 

.25 

.35 

.45 

1942— S 

4.60 

1955— S 

1.15 

1960  Sm.Dt. 

9.30 

TWO  CENTS 

1873 

510.00 

300.00 

FIVE  CENTS 

1877 

880.00 

600.00 

1885 

192.50 

275.00 

1937— D 

20.00 

34.00 

48.00 

85.00 

175.00 

3-legs 

13.00 

22.50 

34.00 

55.00 

1938—1) 

1.70 

3.00 

8.75 

.7,5 

1.25 

JEFFERSON 

NICKELS 

1938— S 

2.90 

5.00 

11.50 

1.00 

2.00 

1939— D 

5.00 

13.50 

55.00 

2.00 

8.50 

1939— S 

1.20 

3.50 

19.00 

.35 

1.50 

1942— D 

.75 

2.75 

17.50 

.15 

1.25 

1942— P  T.2 

3.00 

9.25 

1942— S 

1.50 

4.40 

1943— P 

.60 

1.95 

1943—1)  • 

1.65 

4.10 

1944— P 

1.00 

2.50 

1944—1) 

1.00 

2.50 

1944— S 

1.10 

2.75 

194.5— P 

.75 

2.00 

194.5—1) 

.75 

2.00 

194.5— S 

.75 

2.00 

1946—  S 

.75 

2.00 
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Dale  and 

Mint  Mark  Good 

V.G. 

Fine 

Y.F. 

Ex.F. 

Unc.  Proof 

1947— S 

.75 

2.15 

1949— S 

4.10 

1950 

5.20 

1950— D 

17.50 

23.50 

1951—  S 

1.50 

6.10 

.70 

1955 

1.50 

3.60 

.65 

1958 

.40 

.90 

.15 

TEN  CENTS 
1916— D 

62.50 

^5.00 

97.50 

175.00 

120.00 

320.00 

625.00 

1921 

12.75 

28.00 

15,50 

84.00 

280.00 

1921— D 

16.50 

36.00 

21.00 

87.50 

185.00 

1942/41 

50.00 

57.50 

84.00 

150.00 

380.00 

37.50 

57,50 

1949 

9.00 

1949— S 

10.25 

1950— S 

9.35 

1951—  S 

8.75 

1955 

2.00 

1955—  D 

1.60 

1955— S 

1.70 

TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS 

1916  225.00  325.00 

475.00 

750.00 

995.00 

1932— D 

125.00 

9.00 

13.50 

235.00 

17.50 

47.50 

165.00 

1932— S 

9.00 

7.50 

11.25 

16.00 

19.00 

31.00 

68.00 

1938 

1955— D 

6.50 

13.00 

.70 

42.00 

3.65 

FIFTY  CENTS 

1955 

2.65 

SILVER  DOLLAR 

1881— CC 

25.00 

60.00 

1882— CC 

9.00 

22.50 

1883— CC 

10.00 

25.00 

1884— CC 

19.00 

30.00 

1885— CC 

35.00 

50.00 

1899 

16.00 

30.00 

1903—0 

25.00 

42.50 

PAGE  14 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JANUARY  1964 


Foreign  Coins  Struck 
At  United  States  Mints 

By  Charles  G.  Altz  and  E.  H.  Barton 
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Eden  for  kindly  permitting  the 
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ing  the  coinages  of  the  private 
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goes  to  Messrs.  Neil  Shafer  and 
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the  final  preparation  of  the  work. 

The  Challenge  of  Collecting 
Foreign  Coins  Struck  at 
U.  S.  Mints 

The  U.S.-made  foreign  series 
contains  many  “angles”  that  will 
provide  not  only  tailor-made  en¬ 
joyment  but  also  a  real  challenge 
to  collectors  in  search  of  any 
coins  which  have  a  definite  tie-in 
with  the  U.S.  series.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  type  set,  for  instance, 
will  be  much  harder  to  achieve 
than  it  would  appear  at  first 
glance.  Some  issues  were  small 
and  now  nearly  impossible  to  lo¬ 
cate,  even  though  their  sale  price 
when  found  is  comparatively  low. 
The  majority  of  different  types, 
however,  are  quite  easily  obtained 
in  very  collectible  conditions. 

In  this  area  of  collecting,  one 
can  find  instances  of  overstriking, 


much  melting,  a  grim  story  of 
war  told  in  the  various  issues  of 
1941-1945,  the  intrigues  behind 
the  Saudi  Arabian  gold  discs, 
odd-shaped  coins,  pieces  struck  on 
planchets  originally  made  for 
U.S.  coinage,  issues  made  to  re¬ 
semble  much  older  strikings,  re¬ 
use  and  overdating  of  U.S. -made 
dies,  many  pieces  made  in  metals 
never  used  for  U.S.  coins  (which 
doubtless  explains  the  existence 
of  some  U.S.  mint  errors  on  off- 
metal  planchets),  some  beautiful 
and  important  commemorative  is¬ 
sues,  and  a  surprisingly  high 
total  of  countries  that  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  capabilities  of  the  U.S.  mints. 
A  collecting  field  with  more  to 
cff'T  than  this  would  be  a  rarity 
in  itself! 

ACT  OF  JANUARY  29,  1874 
Authorizing  coinage  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 

States  for  foreign  countries: 

“Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  coinage  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  at  the  mints  of  the  United 
States,  for  any  foreign  countries 
applying  for  the  same,  according 
to  the  legally  prescribed  stand¬ 
ards  and  devices  of  such  country, 
under  such  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
prescribe;  and  the  charge  for  the 
same  shall  be  equal  to  the  expense 
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thereof,  including  labor,  mate¬ 
rials,  and  use  of  machinery,  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury:  Provided, 
That  the  manufacture  of  such 
coin  shall  not  interfere  with  the 
required  coinage  of  the  United 
States.” 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE 
CATALOG 

The  enabling  act  of  January 
29,  1874  authorized  the  United 
States  mints  to  manufacture  for¬ 
eign  coins.  During  the  period 
from  July  1,  1876  to  July  of  1963 
a  total  of  782  different  coins  have 
been  struck  for  36  countries. 
Venezuela  was  the  first  to  take 
advantage  of  this  service;  1  and 
2V2  centavos  coins  were  minted 
for  that  country  in  1876  at  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

To  determine  what  date  will 
appear  on  a  foreign  coin  to  be 
struck  in  a  U.S.  mint,  the  follow¬ 
ing  sequence  of  events  is  nor¬ 
mally  followed.  An  order  placed 
for  a  given  coin  goes  to  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  mint  who  fits  the  work 
into  the  production  schedule  of 
the  mint.  The  law  of  1874  states 
that  no  foreign  coin  can  be  manu¬ 
factured  if  it  interferes  with  the 
production  of  regular  coinage  for 


the  United  States.  This  explains 
why,  for  example,  Cuban  1  cen¬ 
tavo  pieces  dated  1953  .were 
struck  in  calendar  year  1952. 

In  many  other  cases  coins 
minted  in  a  given  year  are  dated 
the  previous  year.  Even  more  un¬ 
usual  are  the  “1898”  and  “1934” 
coins  of  Mexico  and  China  re¬ 
spectively,  which  were  restruck 
in  calendar  year  1949.  A  country 
ordering  a  coinage  to  be  made 
may  stipulate  any  date,  or  have 
the  actual  date  of  the  year  in 
which  the  coins  were  struck. 
United  States  mint  reports  in 
most  cases  indicate  coinages  for 
the  fiscal  year  (July  1  to  June 
30)  and  do  not  list  any  actual 
dates  put  on  coins.  For  example, 
the  1943  mint  report  does  not  list 
coins  for  the  Netherlands;  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  listed  in  the  1944 
mint  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
1943-1944.  These  coins  exist  with 
both  dates  bearing  United  States 
mint  marks.  In  these  cases  no 
breakdown  is  known  of  the  mint¬ 
age  for  both  years.  All  dates 
listed  in  this  catalog  are  those 
which  appear  on  the  coins.  Notes 
in  the  text  will  always  mention 
the  occasions  when  coins  were 
struck  or  reported  in  years  other 
than  that  which  appears  on  the 
coins. 


Total  Number  of  Coins  Made  for  Each  Country  at  United  States 
Mints  Lip  To  And  Including  June  30,  1963: 


Country 

Mintage 

Different  Coins 
by  Date 
And/Or  Type 

ARGENTINA 

64,058,334  *a 

0 

AUSTRALIA 

168,000,000 

16 

BELGIAN  CONGO 

25,000,000 

1 

BELGIUM 

25,000,000 

1 

BOLIVIA 

30,000,000 

3 

CHINA 

39,720,096 

O 

o 

COLOMBIA 

133,461,872 

21 
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COSTA  RICA 

70,438,820  *b 

42 

CUBA 

496,559,888 

59 

CURACAO 

12,000,000 

12 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 

53,920,207  *c 

35 

ECUADOR 

214,451,060 

28 

ETHIOPIA 

345,433,730 

6 

FIJI 

4,800,000 

10 

FRANCE 

50,000,000 

1 

FRENCH  INDO-CHINA 

135,270,000 

8 

GREENLAND 

100,000 

1 

GUATEMALA 

7,835,000 

14 

HAITI 

44,500,000 

7 

HAWAII 

1,950,000 

4 

HONDURAS 

106,529,500 

30 

KOREA 

295,000,000 

5 

LIBERIA 

18,052,500 

15 

MEXICO 

91,076,840 

7 

NETHERLANDS 

562,500,000 

11 

NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES 

1,716,368,000 

17 

NICARAGUA 

26,080,000 

47 

PANAMA 

20,624,880 

37 

PERU 

136,045,669  *d 

43 

PHILIPPINES 

1,259,415,426 

134 

POLAND 

6,000,000 

2 

SALVADOR 

151,695,351 

49 

SAUDI  ARABIA 

124,712,574  *e 

8 

SIAM 

20,000,000 

2 

SURINAM 

21,195,000 

9 

SYRIA 

7,350,000 

4 

VENEZUELA 

306,762,944 

80 

Total  mintage  through  mid-1963:  6,791,907,691  pieces  782  total 

a*  Blank  planchets  only  were  made  for  Argentina  in  United  States 
mints. 

b*  The  totals  listed  in  United  States  mint  reports  for  Costa  Rica  do 
not  include  60,017  10  Colon  coins  made  in  1897. 

20,000  blank  gold  planchets  were  made  for  Costa  Rica,  of  20  Colon 
size,  in  1897. 

c*  The  totals  listed  in  U.S.  mint  reports  for  the  Dominican  Republic 
do  not  include  302,404  of  the  1  Peso  coins  made  in  1897.  The  U.S. 
mint  reports,  reporting  the  coins  dated  1897  for  the  Dominican 
Republic,  give  a  breakdown  of  the  number  of  misstruck  and  perfect 
coins  made.  The  total  of  misstruck  pieces  (29,811)  is  included, 
d*  Both  coins  and  blank  planchets  were  made  for  Peru,  and  the  break¬ 
down  of  the  total  is  as  follows: 

Coins  133,180,196 

Blank  planchets  2,865,743 

e*  Both  coins  and  gold  weights  were  made  for  Saudi  Arabia.  The 
breakdown  of  the  total  is  as  follows: 

Coins  124,500,000 

Gold  Weights  212,574 
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Four  mints  have  been  involved 
in  the  production  of  foreign 
coins:  Philadelphia,  Denver,  San 
Francisco,  and  New  Orleans. 
Some  coins  bear  United  States 
mint  marks;  this  seems  to  depend 
upon  the  contract.  On  the  silver 
coins  for  Ecuador  the  name  of  the 
mint  is  spelled  out.  The  mint 
mark  P  is  used  for  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  mint  (in  one  of  the  few 
cases  where  this  mint  mark  ap¬ 
pears)  on  some  of  the  coins  for 
the  Netherlands  and  Colonies. 
Even  foreign  mint  marks  appear 
on  coins  struck  in  United  States 
mints  in  cases  where  dies  were 
made  in  another  country  and  sent 
to  the  United  States.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  all  coins  made  for  Mexico 
bear  the  Mexico  City  mint  mark. 
The  Paris  mint  mark  (A)  ap¬ 
pears  on  an  issue  dated  1897  for 
the  Dominican  Republic  and  also 
on  one  coin  for  French  Indo- 
China  because  the  dies  were  pre¬ 
pared  in  Paris. 

On  coins  with  no  United  States 
mint  mark  which  were  struck  at 
more  than  one  mint,  separation 
of  the  mints  involved  cannot  be 
made.  To  illustrate,  every  U.S.- 
struck  issue  for  Mexico  was  also 
struck  at  Mexico  City  with  simi¬ 
lar  dies.  Here  it  is  not  possible  to 
distinguish  between  the  issues. 

In  the  text,  U.S.  mints  are  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  following  letters: 
P  (Philadelphia),  D  (Denver), 
S  (San  Francisco),  and  O  (New 
Orleans).  In  most  cases  the  mint 
mark  does  not  appear  on  the  coin, 
and  the  letter  is  then  shown  in 
parentheses. 

In  a  few  instances  the  mints 
have  manufactured  blank  plan- 
chets  and  gold  weights  for  for¬ 
eign  governments,  which  cannot 
be  considered  as  coins.  They  will 
be  listed  only  because  of  their  in¬ 


clusion  in  United  States  mint  re¬ 
ports.  Undoubtedly  many  speci¬ 
men  and  trial  pieces  in  off-metals 
were  struck.  No  record  has  been 
found  of  these  in  mint  reports, 
and  they  will  be  considered  out¬ 
side  the  scope  of  this  work.  Only 
coins  made  for  general  circula¬ 
tion  and  known  proofs  of  these 
regular  issues  are  included. 

Every  type  is  pictured  just 
ahead  of  all  the  coins  that  bear  a 
similar  design,  regardless  of  de¬ 
nomination.  The  Y-number  of 
each  coin  is  taken  directly  from 
corresponding  listings  in  the  fa¬ 
miliar  CATALOG  OF  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS  by  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man.  This  number  will  begin  the 
description  of  the  coin.  The  com¬ 
position  of  each  issue  is  given 
where  it  is  known. 

No  prices  are  shown  in  this 
book,  since  every  coin  is  listed 
and  priced  according  to  its  type 
in  the  aforementioned  catalog  by 
Yeoman. 

This  listing  has  been  rounded 
out  with  the  inclusion  of  a  sepa¬ 
rate  section  containing  all  avail¬ 
able  information  on  foreign  coins 
struck  in  U.S.  private  mints. 
While  not  strictly  within  the 
scope  of  the  book,  it  was  felt  that 
such  a  section  contained  informa¬ 
tion  of  relatively  significant  na¬ 
ture  as  a  supplement  to  the  main 
body  of  the  book. 

ARGENTINA 

No  finished  coins  were  minted 
for  Argentina  in  any  U.S.  mint. 
The  Philadelphia  mint  made  blank 
planchets  only,  during  the  years 
1919  and  1920. 

5  Centavos  size,  copper-nickel 
1919-20  (P)  23,600,000 

10  Centavos  size,  copper-nickel 
1919-20  (P)  25,283,334 

20  Centavos  size,  copper-nickel 
1919  (P)  15,175,000 
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AUSTRALIA 


Y16  3  Pence,  silver 

1942  D  16,000,000 

1942  S  8,000,000 

1943  D  16,000,000 

1943  S  8,000,000 

1944  S  32,000,000 


Mint  mark  on  right  reverse,  below 
the  last  number  in  the  date. 


Y17  6  Pence,  silver 

1942  D  12,000,000 

1942  S  4,000,000 

1943  D  8,000,000 

1943  S  4,000,000 

1944  S  4,000,000 


Mint  mark  on  the  reverse  bottom, 
above  the  date. 


Y18  1  Shilling",  silver 

1942  S  4,000,000 

1943  S  16,000,000 

1944  S  8,000,000 

Mint  mark  on  the  reverse  bottom, 
above  the  “n”  in  the  word  “shil¬ 
ling”. 


Y19  1  Florin,  silver 

1942  S  6,000,000 

1943  S  11,090,000 

1944  S  11,000,000 

Mint  mark  on  the  reverse  bottom, 
above  the  date. 

Composition:  .925  silver,  .075  cop¬ 
per. 

All  U.S. -struck  coins  for  Aus¬ 
tralia  have  either  a  D  or  S  mint 
mark.  Similar  coins  that  have  no 
mint  mark  were  not  made  in  U.S. 
mints. 


BELGIAN  CONGO 
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Y24  2  Francs,  brass 

1943  (P)  25,000,000 

Composition:  .650  copper,  .350 
zinc. 

No  U.S.  mint  mark  was  placed  on 
the  coins. 


reported  in  the  U.S.  mint  report 
of  1943,  but  all  are  dated  1942. 

A  restrike  exists  of  the  1942  50 
Centavos.  This  coin  is  not  sharp 
in  detail  and  was  not  made  in 
any  of  the  U.S.  mints. 


BELGIUM 


Y56  2  Francs,  steel 

1944  (P)  25,000,000 

This  issue  was  made  on  plan- 
chets  of  zinc-coated  steel  that 
were  left  over  from  the  U.S.  one 
cent  coinage  of  1943.  The  zinc 
coating  on  these  coins  is  .0005 
inch  thick.  Two  distinct  weights 
of  these  coins  have  been  found. 
No  U.S.  mint  mark  was  placed  on 
the  coins. 


BOLIVIA 


Y89  10  Centavos,  zinc 

1942  (P)  10,000,000 

Y90  20  Centavos,  zinc 

1942  (P)  10,000,000 

Y91  50  Centavos,  bronze 

1942  (P)  10,000,000 

Composition:  10  and  20  centavos 
— pure  zinc. 

50  centavos  —  .950  copper,  .050 
zinc. 

No  U.S.  mint  mark  was  placed 
on  the  coins. 

Most  of  the  above  coinage  was 


CHINA 


Y28  Half  Dollar,  silver 

1936  (S)  6,480,064 

Y29  1  Dollar,  silver 

1936  (S)  3,240,032 

The  half  and  one  dollar  are 
dated  the  25th  year  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  China  (1936). 

This  issue  was  consigned  to  Hong 
Kong.  When  the  coins  arrived,  in 
1937,  the  Sino-Japanese  conflict 
had  already  begun.  Because  of 
this,  the  coins  were  never  placed 
into  circulation,  and  were  subse¬ 
quently  melted. 

A  specimen  of  the  1936  1  dollar 
is  known  in  nickel. 
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COLOMBIA 


Y27  1  Dollar,  silver 

1934  (P,  D,  S)  30,000,000 
(1949) 

The  dollar  dated  the  23rd  year 
of  the  Republic  of  China  (1934) 
was  restruck  in  1949  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Denver,  San  Francisco, 
Mexico  City  and  in  China.  The 
coins  do  not  bear  any  mint  mark 
so  separation  of  the  mints  in¬ 
volved  is  not  possible.  A  break¬ 
down  of  the  number  of  these 
pieces  struck  .  at  each  United 
States  mint  is  as  follows: 

(P)  20,250,000 

(D)  6,550,000 

(S)  3,200,000 

Composition:  .880  silver,  .120  cop¬ 
per.  This  is  the  same  as  the 
original  1934  issue. 


Y45  5  Centavos,  silver 

1902  (P)  400,000 

Composition:  .666  silver. 


Y46  50  Centavos,  silver 

1902  (P)  960,000 

Composition :  .835  silver. 

The  U.S.  mint  report  of  1902 
lists  the  above  50  centavos  coin 
as  a  20  centavos.  This  is  a  mis¬ 
print. 


Y57  1  Centavo 

1920  (D) 

1921  (D) 
1933  (P) 
1935  (P) 
1938  (P) 


copper-nickel 

7,540,000 

12,460,000 

3,000,000 

5,000,000 

7,920,174 
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Y59 


2  Centavos,  copper-nickel 


1920  (D) 

1921  (D) 
1933  (P) 
1935  (P) 
1938  (P) 


3,855,000 

11,145,000 

3,500,000 

2,500,000 

3,872,348 


Y60  5  Centavos, 

1933  (P) 
1935  (P) 
1938  (P) 
1946  (P,  S) 


copper-nickel 

2,000,000 

10,000,000 

3,867,026 

40,000,000 


Composition:  .750  copper,  .250 
nickel. 

A  1938  5  Centavos  exists  with 
the  mint  mark  “B”  on  the  reverse 
beneath  the  wreath.  This  coin  was 
struck  at  Bogota. 


A  1946  5  Centavos  exists  with 
very  large  numerals  in  the  date; 
this  coin  was  not  made  in  any 
U.S.  mint. 


1939  5  Centavos  9  over  5 

The  1939  over  5  5  centavos 
graphically  illustrates  the  fact 
that  some  U.S. -made  dies  were 
used  by  various  governments  at 
a  later  time  than  when  the  orig¬ 
inal  issue  was  made.  There  are 
probably  like  occurrences  in  the 
coinage  of  other  countries  that 
are  presently  unknown. 

The  1946  5  Centavos  was  struck 
at  Philadelphia  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  as  follows: 

1946  (P)  13,423,000 

1946  (S)  3,330,000 

1947  (S)  23,247,000 

(dated  1946) 


Y49 


50  Centavos, 

1916  (P) 

1917  (P) 

1921  (P) 

1922  (P) 

1934  (S) 


silver 

1,300,000 

142,324 

1,000,000 

3,000,000 

10,000,000 


Composition:  .900  silver. 

No  U.S.  mint  mark  was  placed 
on  any  coin  for  Colombia. 

There  were  50  Centavos  coins 
struck  at  other  mints  in  1916, 
1917,  1921  and  1922. 


50  Centavos 
non  U.S. -made 
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The  characteristic  obverse  die 
for  the  U.S.-struck  coinage  is 
shown  with  the  listing  for  Y49. 
Note  the  differences  in  positioning 
of  the  date,  and  the  head  styles. 

COSTA  RICA 


Y46  2  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1903  (P)  630,000 

A  substantial  part  of  the  2  Cen¬ 
timos  coinage  of  1903  was  over¬ 
struck  and  revalued  as  5  Centimos 
in  1942.  Of  the  original  issue, 
355,658  pieces  remain. 

A  total  of  274,342  coins  were 
thus  overstruck;  this  was  not 
done  in  any  U.  S.  mint.  The  coin 
is  listed  as  Y58. 

Brass  5  Centimos  pieces  dated 
1942  also  exist.  These  bear  no 
relationship  to  the  overstruck 
copper-nickel  issue. 


Y58  5  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

overstrike  on  2  Centimos 
1903 

1942  (not  at  U.S.  mint) 

(274,342) 


Y39  5  Centimos,  silver 

1905  (P)  500,000 

1910  (P)  400,000 

1912  (P)  535,565 

1914  (P)  507,212 

Y40  10  Centimos,  silver 

1905  (P)  400,000 

1910  (P)  400,000 

1912  (P)  267,783 

1914  (P)  150,000 

Most  of  the  total  coinage  of  the 
5  and  10  Centimos  of  1905  was 
reported  in  the  U.  S.  mint  report 


of  1906. 

Y41  50  Centimos,  silver 

1904  (P)  250,000 

1914  (P)  202,213 

Composition:  .900  silver,  .100 
copper.  All  silver  made  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  Costa  Rica  is  marked 
“900  M  G.C.R.,”  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Costa  Rica. 

In  1923,  a  revaluation  of  larger 
silver  coins  took  place;  many  50 
and  25  Centimos  pieces  were 
counterstamped  as  1  Colon  and  50 
Centimos  pieces,  respectively. 
This  involved  some  U.S. -struck 
50  Centimos  pieces.  The  counter¬ 
stamping  was  not  done  in  a  U.  S. 
mint. 
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Y44  50  Centimos  Counter- 

stamped  as  1  Colon 
1923 


Y35  2  Colones,  gold 

1900  (P) 

1901  (P) 

1915  (P) 

1916  (P) 

1921  (P) 

1922  (P) 

1926  (P) 

1928  (P) 

Y36  5  Colones,  gold 

1899  (P) 

1900  (P) 

Y37  10  Colones,  gold 

1897  (P) 

1899  (P) 

1900  (P) 

Y38  20  Colones,  gold 

1899  (P) 

1900  (P) 

Composition:  .900  gold. 

Gobierno  De  Costa  Rica  (G.C.R.) 


Y51  5  Centimos,  bronze 

1929  (P)  1,500,000 


Y52  10  Centimos,  bronze 

1929  (P)  500,000 

Banco  Internacional  Be  Costa 
Rica  (B.I.C.R.) 


Y55  25  Centimos,  copper-nickel 
1935  (P)  1,200,000 

Y56  50  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1935  (P)  700,000 

Y57  1  Colon,  copper-nickel 

1935  (P)  350,000 

Composition:  1935  issue,  .750 
copper,  .250  nickel. 

The  1  Colon  dated  1935  was  re¬ 
ported  in  the  U.  S.  mint  report  of 
1936. 

Banco  Central  De  Costa  Rica 
(B.C.C.R.) 


YA64  5  Centimos,  copper-nickel 
1951  (P)  3,000,000 


Y64  5  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1951  (P)  7,000,000 

Y65  10  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1951  (P)  2,500,000 

Composition:  .750  copper,  .250 
nickel. 

The  5  and  10  Centimos  dated  1951 
(Y64  and  Y65)  were  both  struck 
in  1952. 


44,805 

80,195 

5,000 

5,000 

3,000 

13,030 

15,000 

25,000 

100,000 

100,000 

60,017 

50,000 

140,000 

25,000 

5,000 
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Y66  5  Centimos,  stainless  steel 

1953  (P)  9,040,000 

1958  (P)  19,940,000 

Y67  10  Centimos,  stainless  steel 

1953  (P)  5,290,000 

1958  (P)  10,470,000 

The  5  and  10  Centimos  dated  1958 
were  struck  in  1959. 


Y68  1  Colon,  stainless  steel 

1954  (P)  987,000 

Y69  2  Colones,  stainless  steel 

1954  (P)  1,028,000 

Y68a  1  Colon,  copper-nickel 

1961  (P)  1,000,000 

Y69a  2  Colones,  copper-nickel 
1961  (P)  1,000,000 

Composition:  1  and  2  Colones  1961 
— .750  copper,  .250  nickel. 

In  addition  to  the  finished  coins 
struck  for  Costa  Rica,  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  mint  made  blank  plan- 
chets  for  gold  pieces  in  1897. 

20  Colones  size,  gold 
1897  (P)  20,000 

No  mint  mark  appears  on  any 
Costa  Rica  coinage  made  in  U.  S. 
mints. 

( To  be  continued) 


MODERN 
FOREIGN  COINS 

A  full  page  advertisement  might  tell 
you  something  about  my  stock,  but  soon 
my  new  1964  Annual  Stock  List  will  be 
ready,  and  I  would  rather  send  you  this 
list  so  you  can  see  the  "whole  works" 
for  yourself. 

This  list  contains  something  of  interest 
to  nearly  every  collector  of  foreign 
coins — lots  of  minor  (my  specialty), 
some  crowns,  some  foreign  banknotes, 
and  many  new  and  recent  issues. 

No  pretty  pictures  and  it  is  for  the 
serious  collector,  so  you  might  not  find 
it  interesting.  However,  there  is  no 
charge,  and  you  may  have  a  copy  by 
sending  a  postal  card.  Monthly  lists  are 
issued,  too,  and  all  buyers  receive  them 
as  released. 

Lauren  Benson 

511-K  Putnam  Bldg. 
Davenport,  Iowa 


YOUR 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLY  DEALER 
★RETAIL  ★WHOLESALE 

in 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

IS 

HANSANS 
COIN  SHOP 

18  West  13th  St. 

Visit  our  shop  in  downtown 
Kansas  City 

SINCE  1938 
SERVING  COLLECTORS 
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■jd  JONAH  R.  SHAPIRO 

INC. 


217  E.  Fayette  St. 
Syracuse  2,  New  York 
Telephone  315-474-4638 

* 


WANTED 

Collections 

Sets 

Rolls 

DEAL  WITH  CONFIDENCE 
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Modern  English  Proof  Sets 

By  ().  David  Bowers 


Through  the  years  England 
has  issued  an  illustrious  series  of 
proof  sets.  Unlike  the  United 
States,  England  has  only  issued 
proof  sets  for  special  reasons  or 
to  commemorate  special  occa¬ 
sions.  Thus  proof  sets  were  issued 
in  1887  to  commemorate  the  fifti¬ 
eth  anniversary  of  Victoria’s  as¬ 
cension  to  the  throne,  sets  were 
issued  in  1902  for  the  coronation 
of  Edward  VII,  in  1911  for  the 
Coronation  of  George  V,  etc. 

It  was  thu«  a  pleasant  surprise 
in  1950  when  the  Royal  Mint  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  was  issuing  speci¬ 
men  proof  sets  especially  for  col¬ 
lectors,  visitors  to  the  Royal  Mint 
who  desired  to  buy  souvenirs  and 
other  interested  persons.  Each  set 
was  encased  in  a  red  cardboard 
box  stamped  with  the  Royal  Mint 
crest,  and  contained  all  current 
denominations  from  the  farthing 
to  the  halfcrown  in  proof  condi¬ 
tion.  These  sets  sold  at  twelve 
shillings  sixpence  per  set.  The 
distribution  was  made  mainly 
through  coin  dealers  in  England. 
17,513  sets  in  all  were  struck,  a 
limited  issue  “certainly  below  the 
demand’’  for  the  sets,  according 
to  the  contemporary  mint  report. 
Of  this  total,  2. 350  were  shipped 
by  the  Royal  Mint  directly  to  the 
United  States.  Many  other  sets 
came  to  the  United  States 
through  orders  placed  with  Eng¬ 
lish  dealers.  , 

Despite  the  popularity  of  the 
1950  sets  with  collectors,  and  de¬ 
spite  the  Mint’s  profit  on  each 
set,  the  Royal  Mint  issued  the 
following  statement: 

“The  success  of  this  issue  of 
specimen  sets  must  not,  however, 


be  allowed  to  obscure  the  fact 
that  the  primary  function  of  a 
Mint  is  to  provide  coins  for  use. 
The  special  arrangements  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  issue  of  specimen 
sets  place  a  considerable  burden 
upon  the  resources  of  plant  and 
labour,  and  when  there  is  a  heavy 
demand  for  ordinary  coinage  at 
home  or  in  the  overseas  territo¬ 
ries  the  minting  of  such  sets  must 
necessarily  be  limited  by  the 
spare  capacity  available.” 

The  following  year,  1951,  the 
Festival  of  Britain  coincided  with 
the  four  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  striking  of  the  first  English 
silver  crown.  These  facts,  com¬ 
bined  with  collector  enthusiasm 
and  unrequited  demand  from  un¬ 
filled  orders  for  1950  sets,  led  the 
Royal  Mint  to  produce  a  limited 
issue  of  1951  specimen  sets.  In 
addition  to  the  denominations 
contained  in  the  1950  set,  the  sets 
of  1951  contained  a  commemora¬ 
tive  crown,  employing  as  a  re¬ 
verse  design  the  St.  George  and 
the  Dragon  effigy  first  produced 
by  Pistrucci  in  1817. 

Each  set  was  contained  in  a 
cardboard  box.  Most  boxes  were 
maroon,  but  others  were  dark 
blue  or  green.  Sets  sold  for  one 
pound  each. 

Due  to  the  pressures  and  de¬ 
mands  for  regular  coins  at  the 
Royal  Mint,  the  issue  of  proof 
sets  was  limited  to  only  20,000. 
Of  these  sets,  9.378  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  public  at  a  special 
pavilion  constructed  for  the  Royal 
Mint  in  the  Homes  and  Gardens 
section  of  the  exhibition.  So  great 
was  the  demand  for  specimen 
sets  that  “the  allocation  of  speci- 
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men  sets  lasted  a  very  few  hours 
per  week.”  The  balance  of  the 
specimen  set  mintage  was  dis¬ 
tributed  through  banks  and  coin 
dealers. 

The  demand  for  new  coins  de¬ 
picting  Queen  Elizabeth  II  was 
anticipated  to  be  tremendous,  so 
coinage  of  coins  dated  1953  and 
bearing  the  queen’s  portrait  was 
begun  in  1952.  Close  to  6,000,000 
1953-dated  coins  were  produced  in 
that  year.  This  frenzied  activity 
was  kept  up  during  1953,  when 
additional  millions  of  coins  were 
produced.  Some  way  or  other,  the 
Royal  Mint  found  time  in  late 
1953  to  issue  40,000  specimen 
proof  sets.  These  sets,  which  sold 
for  twenty-five  shillings  each 
(note  the  increase  in  issue  price 
each  successive  year  for  1950, 
1951  and  1953)  were  encased  in 
attractive  velvet  lined  maroon 
leatherette  cases,  an  attractive 
departure  from  the  flimsy  boxes 
of  1950  and  1951.  Once  again  the 
familiar  public  cry  was  raised 
that  the  mint  had  not  produced 
enough  sets  to  supply  the  demand. 
Once  again  the  mint  said  that 
regular  coinage  was  its  first  obli¬ 
gation  and  proof  sets  and  col¬ 
lectors’  wishes  were  secondary. 

Regrettably  for  collectors,  Eng¬ 
land  has  issued  no  proof  sets  to 
the  public  since  1953.  The  coin¬ 
age  of  proofs  in  1950,  1951  and 
1953,  which  many  collectors  fore¬ 
saw  as  the  beginning  of  a  yearly 
issue,  similar  to  the  practice  of 
the  U.S.  Mint,  was  stopped  dead 
in  its  tracks.  It  is  hoped  that 
someday  the  Royal  Mint,  which 
finds  time  to  execute  coinage  con¬ 
tracts  for  approximately  two 
dozen  foreign  countries,  includ¬ 
ing  some  who  are  not  Common¬ 
wealth  members,  will  find  time  to 
issue  coins  to  collectors  on  a 
regular  basis. 


Schills  Leaders 

Sound  Early  U.S. 

LARGE  EARLY  U.S.  CENTS 

10  different  dates,  good  or  better  $18.50 
15  different  dates,  good  or  better  $29.50 

INDIAN  CENTS— 200  PIECES— 
GOOD  TO  VERY  GOOD 

Some  before  1900 — no  culls 

Good  investment — the  lot  of  200  for  $42.50 

NICKEL  THREE  CENT  AND 
TWO  CENT  PIECES 

5  different  dates  of  each,  good  or  better 
All  ten  pieces  for  only  $13.50 

ST.  GAUDEN'S  HIGH  RELIEF 


$20.00  GOLD 

Roman  numeral  date, 
Absolute  B.U.  Gem 

1907 

with  wire 

edge — 

$865.00 

1854-0  $2.50  Gold 

V.F.  plus 

$  50.00 

1854 

3.00  Gold 

V.F. 

170.00 

1854 

3.00  Gold 

B.U. 

225.00 

1857 

3.00  Gold 

V.F. 

190.00 

1870 

3.03  Gold 

V.F.  plus 

195.00 

1874 

3.00  Gold 

B.U. 

250.00 

1888 

3.00  Gold 

B.U. 

285.00 

1798  (Ig. 
8) 

5.00  Gold 

E.F. 

465.00 

1834  (pi. 
4) 

5.00  Gold 

E.F. 

65.00 

1844-0 

5.00  Gold 

V.F. 

45.00 

1844 

5.00  Gold 

E.F. 

44.00 

1849-D 

5.00  Gold 

F.  plus 

85.00 

1853-D 

5.00  Gold 

F.  plus 

90.00 

1873-CC 

10.00  Gold 

F. 

110.00 

SHIPPED  INSURED  PREPAID 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 
5  Day  Return  Privilege 

BE  SURE!  KNOW  YOUR  DEALER! 

EARL  SCHILL 

1434  Farmer  St. 
Detroit,  Michigan  48226 

ESTABLISHED  1927 

Your  Downtown  Dealer 

P.N.G.  Member  No.  55 
A.N.A.  No.  5700 
and  L.M.  No.  175 
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WE  WANT  TO  BUY 
CASH  WAITING 
NO  DELAYS 

U.S.  proof  and  sand  blast  proof  gold  & 
silver,  also  ex-fine  and  UNC.  quarter 
eagles  from  1796  to  1834  motto.  $3.00 
gold,  stellas  in  all  metals,  half  eagles 
from  1795  to  1907  and  eagles  from  1795 
to  1900.  Pioneer,  colonial  and  commemo¬ 
rative  silver  and  gold. 

WE  OFFER 

Complete  set  of  war  year  nickels  bril¬ 
liant  UNC.  in  holder  at  $35.00.  U.S.  proof 
sets  from  1950  to  1963  including  I960 
small  date  mounted  in  attractive  plastic 
$475.00. 

Remittance  with  Order 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money 
Refunded  When  Coins  are 
Returned  within  One  Week 

F.  K.  &  E.  L.  SAAB 

Box  53  Kingsbridge  Station 
Bronx,  N.Y.  10463 

LIFE  MEMBER  A. N. A. 112  A.N.S.  I.A.P.N. 


We  are  proud  to  represent 

THE  WHITMAN 
PUBLISHING  CO. 

in  our  area 

carrying  a  complete  stock 
of  coin  supplies 

♦ 


Lee  and  Vi  Mason 

3112  Jenkins  Arcade 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  15222 

P.S.  We  have  coins  too — your  want 
lists  solicited. 


Eddie  DeVorkin's  Coins 
Stamps  and  Supplies 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Shop 

Store  Hours:  Dally,  8-5:30 
Tuesday  &  Friday  Night  to  9:00 

One  of  the  most  complete  lines  of 
coin  supplies  and  accessories  in 
the  Midwest. 

Full  discount  to  dealers  on  all 
supplies. 

Write  for  our  latest  order  blank. 

Have  you  ever  ordered  coin  sup¬ 
plies  by  mail  ? 

It’s  easy,  try  it  once  and  I  am  sure 
you  will  continue. 

Send  for  our  order  sheet. 

All  shipments  prepaid  with  check. 

MISHAWAKA 
NEWS  AGENCY 

BL  5-3023 

111  Lincolnway  East,  Mishawaka,  Ind. 


Deal  With  Donlon 

when  buying  or  selling 

U.S.  Currency 

SMALL,  LARGE 
or  FRACTIONAL 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED 

Highest  prices  paid  for  en¬ 
tire  collections,  or  single 
pieces,  of  choice  U.  S.  Cur¬ 
rency. 

WILLIAM  P.  DONLON 
P.O.  Box  144 
Utica,  New  York  13503 
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EMPIRE  OFFERS  FOR  SALE  ...  j 

POPULAR  ENGLISH  FARTHINGS  I 

In  1960  the  farthing  was  demonetized  as  a  unit  of  j 
British  currency.  Since  that  time  the  farthing,  struck  j 
in  bronze  and  larger  than  a  U.S.  cent,  has  become  a  j 
popular  favorite  both  in  America  and  in  Great 
Britain.  We  offer  good  values  in  type  coins.  Dates  are 
of  our  choice.  Our  offering  represents  types  issued  from 
1937  to  date.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  immediate  ! 
refund.  Empire  pays  the  postage  on  your  order.  Mini-  j 
mum  order:  $5.00.  j 


Type  of  1937  to  1948,  George  V.  Choice  BU . 50<t  each 

Roll  of  fifty  BU  pieces .  19.00 

Ten  rolls  of  BU  (500  pieces) . 175.00 

Type  of  1949  to  1952.  George  V,  with  legend  omitting  IND:IMP. 

Choice  BU  . 30^  each 

Roll  of  fifty  pieces,  all  nice  BU .  12.00 

Ten  rolls  of  BU  (500  pieces) . 100.00 

Type  of  1953  only.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  with  BRITT:OMN:  in  the 

legend.  Choice  BU . 60^  each 

Roll  of  fifty  pieces,  all  BU .  24.00 

Ten  rolls  of  BU  (500  pieces) . 195.00 

Type  of  1954  to  1956.  Queen  Elizabeth  with  BRITT:OMN: 

omitted.  Choice  BU . 25^  each 

Roll  of  50  pieces  BU .  9.00 

Ten  rolls  of  BU  (500  pieces) .  75.00 

EXTRA  SPECIAL  VALUE: 

4  rolls,  one  each  of  the  above  4  types,  all  BU .  55.00 


2000  BU  farthings,  500  each  of  the  above  4  types.  .495.00 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  —  All  of  the  above  are  care¬ 
fully  packed  and  will  be  shipped  postpaid.  Order  early 
.  .  .  our  supply  is  limited. 

EMPIRE  COIN  CO.. 

INC. 

Empire  Building 
JOHNSON  CITY  16,  N.Y. 

"Home  of  the  World's  Finest  Coins" 
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New  Issues — A  Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins,  Fifth  Edition 


R.  S.  Yeoman 

The  co-ordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  Apt.  A,  1501  E.  Mt.  Airy  Avenue,  Philadelphia  50,  Pa. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 

Following  is  a  list  of  coins  of  the  world  which  have  been  recorded 
since  publication  of  the  catalog  in  December  1962.  The  compilation 
is  arranged  by'page  sequence,  as  they  will  appear  in  the  sixth  edition, 
for  the  convenience  of  present  owners  of  the  fifth  edition.  Catalog 
numbers  and  valuations  are  tentative.  These  pages  may  be  removed, 
if  desired,  and  inserted  in  the  catalog  for  easy  reference. 


Cata¬ 

log 

Page 


7 

8 

9 


Tentative 

Catalog 

Description 

Tent  at  iv 

N  ii  in  her 

Value  (L  n 

A10 

AFGHANISTAN 
(Some  numbers  re-assigned) 

Yx  Rupee  A.H.  1337  Silver 

1.00 

B10 

Yi  Rupee  A.H.  1331-37  Silver 

1.25 

A  25 

20  Pul  (No  Date)  Silver 

1.40 

A27 

1  Rupee  A.H.  1337  Silver 

(different  type) 

3.00 

A36 

1  Pul  A.H.  1349  Billon 

.25 

A  36a 

1  Pul  A.H.  1349  Brass 

.25 

B36 

2  Pul  A.H.  1348  Bronze 

.50 

A38 

2  Paissa  A.H.  1348  Bronze 

1.00 

C48 

5  Pul  A.H.  1313  Bronze 

(Solar  year) 

.35 

D48 

10  Pul  A.H.  1313  Bronze 

(Solar  year) 

.40 

10 


55 

56 


1  Afghani  A.H.  1340  Nickel-Steel 

2  Afghani  A.H.  1340  Nickel-Steel 
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YRACUSE 

STAMP  &  COIN  CO. 

217  East  Fayette  St. 


Syracuse  2,  New  York 
^  Telephone  315-474-4638 


m 


Q 


CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  • 

DISTRIBUTORS  • 

OF  ® 

COIN  SUPPLIES  • 
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Tentative 
Value  (Unc.) 


Cata¬ 

Tentative 

log 

Catalog 

Page 

N  n  mber 

15 

6 

1 

6a 

1 

7 

10 

17 

12a 

1 

1.3a 


Description 

ANNAM 

Sapeque  Brass  (Rev.  Blank) 
Small  Planchet 
Sapeque  Brass  (Rev.  Blank) 
Large  Planchet 
Sapeque  Brass 

ARGENTINA 

Centavo  1945-48 
Copper,  Crude 

Centavos  1947-50 
Copper,  Crude 


AUSTRIA 


109  25  Schillings  1963  Silver, 

Prince  Eugene 


60 


BULGARIA 

Currency  Revision,  1962 

53  1  Stotinki  1962-Bronze 

54  2  Stotinki  1962-Bronze 


55  5  Stotinki  1962-Bronze 

56  10  Stotinki  1962-Copper-Nickel 

57  20  Stotinki  1962-Copper-Nickel 

58  50  Stotinki  1962-Copper-Nickel 

59  1  Lev  1962-Copper-Nickel 

(Yellowish  metal  reported) 


63 

THE  WHITMAN 


CAMEROONS 

14  5  Francs  1962-Alum. -Bronze 

15  10  Francs  1961-Alum. -Bronze 

NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  JANUARY  1964 


1.00 

1.00 

3.50 


.10 


.15 


2.50 


.15 

.20 


.25 

.40 

.50 

1.00 

1 .75 


.50 

.75 
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Congratulations  to  Whitman 
for  another  great  contribution 
to  Coin  Collecting 

WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

featuring: 

WHITMAN 

and  all  leading  coin 
and  stamp  lines 

(bon,  dWiAxMwiw, 


New  York  Office 

554  Westbury  Ave. 
Carle  Place,  New  York 
516  ED  4  7981-2-3 


Mid  Western  branch 

1653  Boyd  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 
414  637-3441 


Middle  Atlantic  branch 

302  West  6  Avenue 
Conshohocken,  Pa. 
215-825  0212 
Phila.  line:  PL  3-1836 


Caribbean  branch 
RFD  No.  2,  Box  9F 
Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 
767-6022 


New  England  branch 

36  Grape  Street 
Woburn,  Mass. 
617-WE  3  1069 


Canadian  Division:  Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  4512  Papineau  Ave., 
Montreal  34,  P.Q.  525-2568 


European  Division:  Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  2  St.  Nicholas  Buildings, 
Newcastle  Upon  Tyne  1,  England 

COMPLETE  STOCK  AT  ALL  BRANCHES,  SERVICING  DEALERS  ONLY 
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Cata-  Tentative 

log  Catalog  Description 

Page  Number 


Tentative 
Value  (Cue.) 


1.50 


67 


CANADA 

45a  5  Cents  1963-Nickel  (Round) 

*, 


CENTRAL  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC 
(Congo,  Tchad,  Gabon) 


1 


50  Francs  1961  Copper-Nickel 


.10 


1.50 


CEYLON 


73 


43 

1  Cent  1963-Aluminum  (Round) 

.10 

.  44  ' 

2  Cents  1963-Aluminum  (Scalloped) 

.10 

45 

5  Cents  1963-Aluminum- 

Bronze  (Square) 

.15 

46 

10  Cents  1963-Aluminum- 

Bronze  (Scalloped) 

.20 

47 

25  Cents  1963-Nickel- 

Bronze  (Round) 

.30 

48 

50  Cents  1963-Copper- 

Nickel  (Round) 

.60 
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Need  Data  On  How  To  Collect 
Foreign  Coins?  Then  You  Need 


WorldJJiCoins 

DEVOTED  TO  FOREIGN  J^^AND  ANCIENT  COINS 

A  New  Monthly  Numismatic  Magazine 

Ed  itor  Russell  Rulau  plus  Coin  World's  able  editorial  staff 
will  drain  their  world-wide  news  sources  for  you  in  the  pages 
of  World  Coins — pocket-sized  monthly  magazine  specializing 
in  modern  foreign  coins  and  ancient  coins.  Want  mintage 
figures  from  all  parts  of  the  world?  Read  World  Coins!  Want 
to  see  latest  issue  coinage  pictured?  See  World  Coins!  Inter¬ 
ested  in  Trends  of  the  World?  Subscribe  to  World  Coins! 
Need  to  know  dealers’  addresses  around  the  globe?  Get  them 
in  World  Coins! 


Special  Subscription  Offer! 

Limited  To  Readers  Of  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal; 
Offer  Good  Until  January  31,  1964;  Holiday  Gift! 

12  Issues  U.S.  $4.00;  24  Issues  U.S.  $7.00 
12  Issues  Canada  $5.00;  24  Issues  Canada  $9.00 
12  Issues  Foreign  $6.00;  24  Issues  Foreign  $11.00 
Act  Now!  Don’t  Delay!  Send  Order  Now! 


My  Name 


Street  Address 


DEVOTED  TO  FOREIGN 

P.O.  Box  150-NJ 


AND  ANCIENT  COINS 


Sidnay,  Ohio  45365 
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1)  escription 
CHINA 


Tentative 
Value  (Unc.) 


Cat  a-  Tentative 
lop  Catalog 

Pape  Number 


87 

109 


127 


144 


10 

1  Dollar  1961  Silver 
(Chiang  Kai-shek) 

.50 

COLOMBIA 

76 

77 

20  Centavos  1960  Copper-Nickel 

50  Centavos  1960  Copper-Nickel 

.35 

.65 

♦, 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

63 

1  Haleru  1962-Aluminum 

.15 

64 

3  Haleru  1963-Aluminum 

.15 

65 

5  Haleru  1962-Aluminum 

.20 

66 

10  Haleru  1962-Aluminum 

.25 

67 

25  Haleru  1962-Aluminum 

.35 

68 

50  Haleru  1963-Bronze 

.60 

Gl 


ECUADOR 


50  Centavos  1963-Nickel-Clad  Steel 


.GO 


(To  be  continued ) 
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THE 

%  COIN  COLLECTORS’ 
mil  CAPITAL 

If  IOLA-WISCONSIN 

BULLETIN: 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  the  coin  collec¬ 
tors'  favorite  newspaper.  Now  contains 
more  coin  news,  photos,  features  and  adver¬ 
tising  by  top  coin  dealers  than  ever.  New 
each  issue:  Standard  Price  Guide  tells  you 
current  coin  values! 

Special:  6  issues  $1.00 


1  year  (26  issues)  only  $3.00 

2  years  $5.00  3  years  $7.00 


COIN 

SUPPLIES 

and 

ACCESSORIES 

WHOLESALE 

HOBBY  HOUSE 

INC. 

707  Dodds  Ave. 
Chattanooga  4,  Tennessee 

Write  on  your  letterhead  for 
free  catalog 


COINS!  COINS!  COINS! 

WANTED  TO  BUY! 

CIRCULATED  ROLLS  AND  SINGLES 

We  want  to  buy  choice  uncirculated  rolls  and  singles, 
commemoratives,  etc. 


WE  PREDICT  FOR  YOUR  BETTER  INVESTMENT— COMMEM¬ 
ORATIVES.  GOLD  AND  EARLY  LINCOLNS— WATCH  COM¬ 
MEMORATIVES  TAKE  A  JUMP. 


MAJORS  COIN  &  SUPPLY 


SOUTHWEST'S  LARGEST  DEALER 

BUY— SELL— GOLD— RARE  COINS 
1709  Dryden,  Suite  109  Medical  Towers,  Houston,  Texas,  JA  3-3775 
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Jl<xna  Jlile  and  Succ&ii, 

TO  THE 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal 

♦ 

Randolph  Zander 

3217  Martha  Custis  Drive 
Alexandria,  Virginia  22302 


Merrily  We  Roll  Along 

America's  top  Numismatic  and 
philatelic  wholesale  distributor. 
Our  wholesale  catalogue  one 
dollar— deductible  with  any  $5 
order.  Dealers  letterhead  with 
request. 

P=l  SATURN  ASA 
STAMP  CO.  INC. 

33-39  West  Tupper  Street 
Buffalo  2,  N.  Y. 


SERGIO  TORRES 
MARTINEZ 

Apartado  Postal  7392 
MEXICO  1,  DF 

MEXICAN  COINS 
BOOKS  AND  MEDALS 

SPECIAL  PRICE  LISTS 
FOR  DEALERS  AND 
COLLECTORS 

FOR  SPECIAL  DATES 
AND  MINTS  SEND 
YOUR  WANT  LIST 

Correspondence  in  English 

Personal  checks  from  A.N.A.  and 
A.N.S.  members  acceptable. 
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MVjJ  # 

|p.  planning 
a  trip 

to  New  York 
soon? 


5th  AVENUE:  THE  SHOPPING  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD 


y 


y 

y 


Attending  the  New  York  Worlds  Fair  1964-1965? 

Stop  in  to  see  Stack’s  while  you’re  here 
We  re  just  a  few  blocks  from  almost  anywhere  in  New  York 

Take  a  few  minutes  to  see  one  of  America  s  Oldest  and 
Largest  Coin  Dealers.  .  .  .  Examine  one  of  the  most  com¬ 
plete  numismatic  inventories  in  the  country.  .  .  .  Discuss 
your  collection  with  one  of  the  finest  staff  of  numismatists 
in  the  world  .  .  .  and  see  for  yourself  how  one  of  the  best 
numismatic  services  in  the  nation  operates. 


123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 
JUDSON  2-2580 


;  -  ;■ 


.  .  .  i 


\\ 
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An  unprecedented  demand  for 
Canadian  coins  has  resulted  in 
higher  prices  for  some  since  the 
12th  Edition  of  the  Standard 
Catalogue  of  Canadian  Coins, 
Tokens  &  Paper  Money  was  re¬ 
leased  on  August  1st,  1963. 
Greatest  advances  have  been  re¬ 
corded  for  the  proof-like  sets, 
silver  dollars  and  uncirculated 
coins.  Also  appreciating  consid¬ 
erably  in  value  ,are  coins  in  EF 
and  VF  of  the  Victoria  and  Ed¬ 
ward  reigns,  and  some  of  the 
keys  such  as  the  1926  far  6  nickel 
and  1948  silver  dollar. 

I  will  briefly  review  the  various 
series  and  list  a  few  of  the  high¬ 
lights. 

Canadian  Large  Cents 

The  1858  moved  up  in  VG  to 
$25.00;  F  30  00-  VF  35  00;  EF 
50.00;  Unc.  65.00;  B.U.  150.00. 
1911  in  VG  to  .60;  F  .90;  VF 
$2.50;  EF  5.00;  Unc.  13.00;  B.U. 
30.00.  Others  showed  little  change. 

Small  Cents 

Sharp  advances  of  the  previous 
year  have  been  consolidated  and 
additional  increases  are  noted  for 
most  dates  in  B.U.  Some  of  the 
new  prices  being — 1922 — $160.00; 
1924—100.00;  1941—23.00;  1942 
—17.00;  1944—7.50. 

5^  Silver 

This  series  remains  mostly  un¬ 
changed  and  rather  inactive 
apart  from  a  good  demand  for 
most  uncirculated  and  EF  speci¬ 
mens. 


Large  Nickels 

Most  popular  coin  in  this  se¬ 
ries  is  the  1926  far  6  variety 
which  has  now  reached  50.00  in 
V.G.  Collectors  should  be  on 
guard  against  altered  near  6’s. 
In  addition  to  the  top  of  the  fig¬ 
ure  6  being  farther  away  from 
the  maple  leaf  on  the  far  6  vari¬ 
ety,  the  whole  figure  is  lower 
than  on  the  near  6  issue.  This  is 
most  noticeable  if  checked  against 
the  figure  2  in  the  date. 

Practically  all  dates  of  the 
large  nickels  are  up  in  price. 
Some  have  doubled  in  value  in¬ 
cluding  the  1938  at  $35.00;  1949 
4.00;  1950  4.00;  1951  beaver  5.00; 
others  sharply  higher  are  the 
1942  (plain)  25.00;  1948  18.00 
and  all  dates  of  George  V. 

10  Cents 

Greatest  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  uncirculated  grade 
with  the  1889  up  to  $1900.00;  1911 
110.00;  1938  32.00;  1946  10.00; 
1947  25.00;  1948  60.00;  1953 

strap  7.25;  1954  7.50;  1955  2.25. 
A  number  of  other  dates  are  up 
10%  to  25%  in  uncirculated  but 
lower  grades  are  mostly  un¬ 
changed. 

25  Cents 

Some  sharp  advances  have 
been  made  in  this  series  by  most 
of  the  earlier  dates  in  Unc.  such 
as  the  1870  to  $100.00,  the  1871 
150.00,  the  1909  125.00,  and  the 
1911  300.00. 

Late  dates  in  Unc.  have  also 
appreciated  considerably  in  value 
such  as  the  1938  to  $35.00;  1941 
13.00;  1946  30.00;  1954  12.00. 
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50  Cents 

This  is  the  most  difficult  series 
in  which  to  find  coins  in  uncir¬ 
culated  condition  and  it  is  not 
surprising  to  see  previous  sharp 
gains  consolidated  and  further 
advances  made.  The  1890  is  up 
to  $3500.00,  the  1894  to  1800.00, 
1911  to  550.00  and  the  1921  to 
8500.00.  Recent  issues  are  also 
higher  in  Unc. — the  1938  125.00; 
1946  30.00;  1946  (Design)  75.00; 
1954  12.50. 

Silver  Dollars 

Most  silver  dollars  are  up  in 
value  with  the  greatest  appreci¬ 
ation  in  Unc.  The  1947  pointed  7 
has  reached  $190.00  and  the  1948 
225.00. 

Proof-like  Mint  Sets  and 
Proof-like  Silver  Dollars 

All  of  these  are  higher  with  the 
earlier  low  issues  showing  the 


greatest  gains. 

Present 

values 

are  listed. 

Silver 

Date 

Sets 

Dollars 

1954 

$180.00 

$  90.00 

1954  Strapless 

Cent 

250.00 

1955 

150.00 

85.00 

1955  Arnprior 

285.00 

220.00 

1956 

70.00 

35.00 

1957 

50.00 

25.00 

1958  Totem  Pole 

35.00 

18.00 

1959 

25.00 

11.00 

1960 

12.00 

6.00 

1961 

12.00 

7.00 

1962 

6.50 

4.25 

1963 

4.00 

2.00 

An  indication 

of  the 

growing 

interest  in  Canadian  coins  is  the 
phenomenal  demand  for  proof¬ 
like  mint  sets.  The  1963  total  will 
exceed  600,000  compared  to  200,- 
950  sets  issued  in  1962. 


Newfoundland  Coinage 

The  gold  coins  are  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain 
and  even  the  so  called  common 
dates  of  1882  and  1888  are  in  de¬ 
mand  at  the  higher  price  of  $50.00 
each  in  V.F.  Other  Newfoundland 
coins  are  practically  unchanged. 

Tokens 

No  appreciable  change  in  prices 
although  a  good  demand  for  the 
rarer  and  choice  condition  speci¬ 
mens  is  evident. 

Paper  Money 

The  market  for  paper  money  is 
not  large  but  it  is  greater  than  the 
supply  of  rare  and  uncirculated 
bills. 

The  outlook  for  1964  is  for  a 
sustained  demand  for  better 
grade  Canadian  material.  Added 
stimulus  will  be  given  by  the  re¬ 
lease  of  Canada’s  6th  commemo¬ 
rative  coin.  This  will  be  the  silver 
dollar  with  a  new  design  on  the 
reverse  commemorating  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
1864  Conference  of  the  Fathers 
of  Confederation,  which  pre¬ 
pared  the  way  to  the  Confeder¬ 
ation  of  Canada  in  1867. 

•  •  • 

1964  “Confederation 
Dollar ”  of  Canada 

The  Honourable  George  C. 
Nowlan,  Canadian  Minister  of 
Finance,  has  announced  the  se¬ 
lection  of  a  new  design  for  the 
reverse  of  the  dollar  coin  to  be 
issued  in  1964.  It  commemorates 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  1864  Conferences  of  the  Fa¬ 
thers  of  Confederation,  which 
prepared  the  way  for  the  Confed¬ 
eration  of  Canada  in  1867. 

Competition  for  the  design  was 
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opened  in  1962.  The  Board  of 
Judges  consisted  of  N.  A.  Parker, 
Master  of  the  Mint  (Chairman)  ; 
K.  W.  Taylor,  Deputy  Minister  of 
Finance;  L.  Rasminsky,  Gover¬ 


nor  of  the  Bank  of  Canada;  Dr. 
C.  F.  Comfort,  Director  of  the 
National  Gallery;  Dr.  W.  Kaye 
Lamb,  Dominion  Archivist;  Marc 
Cinq-Mars,  Architect,  Montreal, 
P.Q.;  and  H.  G.  Bugden,  Char¬ 
lottetown,  P.E.I.  They  selected 
the  design  submitted  by  Mr. 
Dinko  Vodanovic,  Architect, 
Montreal,  P.Q.,  from  amongst 
some  168  others. 

First  prize  of  $1,000  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Vodanovic  for  his 
design  and  plaster  model  from 
which  a  master  die  will  be  re¬ 
produced.  Four  other  prizes  of 
$250  each  were  awarded  for  the 
four  designs  receiving  honorable 
mention.  The  winners  are:  H.  D. 
Voss,  Cooksville,  Ontario;  Elmer 
Smutny,  Montreal,  P.Q.;  Augusts 
A.  Kopmanis,  Toronto,  Ontario; 
and  E.  H.  Ellwand,  Deschenes, 

P.Q. 

Mr.  Vodanovic’s  design  for  the 
reverse  impression  depicts  the 
emblems  of  the  four  national 
groups  forming  essentially  the 
population  of  Canada.  This  de¬ 
sign,  reminiscent  of  Gothic  Ro¬ 
saces,  shows  conjoined  within  a 


circle  the  French  Fleur-de-Lis, 
the  Irish  Shamrock,  the  Scottish 
Thistle  and  the  English  Rose. 
Around  the  circle,  the  names  of 
the  two  cities  where  the  first 


Conferences  were  held,  “CHAR¬ 
LOTTETOWN”  and  “QUE¬ 
BEC”;  above,  the  word  “CAN¬ 
ADA”  and  below,  the  word 
“DOLLAR”;  the  figures  “1864” 
at  the  left  and  “1964”  at  the 
right,  with  a  graining  upon  the 
edge. 

Symbolically,  the  design  con¬ 
veys  the  idea  of  the  combined  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  four  groups  who,  at 
the  Conferences,  paved  the  way 
to  the  Confederation  of  British 
North  America. 

The  designer  was  born  in  Ko- 
miza,  Dalmatia,  Yugoslavia,  in 
1913,  and  graduated  in  1941  from 
the  University  of  Belgrade  with 
a  diploma  in  Architecture.  He 
speaks  a  total  of  four  languages 
—  English,  French,  Italian  and 
Yugoslav. 

Mr.  Vodanovic,  who  served 
with  the  Yugoslav  Army  during 
World  War  II,  emigrated  to  Can¬ 
ada  in  1951.  He  became  a  Ca¬ 
nadian  citizen  in  1957,  making 
Montreal  his  permanent  home 
and  is  presently  employed  as  As¬ 
sistant  Architect  by  the  Cana¬ 
dian  National  Railways. 
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CANADIAN  LARGE  CENT  "AGING" 

VARIETIES— or, 

Victoria  Has  The  Mumps! 

by  I\eil  Shafer 


Recently  there  has  been  con¬ 
siderable  attention  focused  on  the 
many  important  and  interesting 
varieties  found  in  the  Canadian 
large  cent  series.  The  following 
report  will  describe  some  major 
discoveries  in  obverse  varieties  of 
the  cents  of  1890,  1891  and  1892.* 
The  first  coinage  of  Canadian 
large  cents  was  the  Provincial 
issue  of  1858  and  1859.  This  is  a 
type  by  itself,  and  is  of  no  pres¬ 
ent  concern.  After  a  lapse  of  six¬ 
teen  years  coinage  was  resumed, 
this  time  for  the  Dominion.  The 
design  corresponded  generally 
with  the  earlier  issue,  but  Vic¬ 
toria’s  portrait  was  somewhat 
changed  to  represent  an  older 
queen.  The  coins  were  struck  in¬ 
termittently  from  1876  to  1888, 
and  again  from  1893  to  the  end 
of  the  issue  in  1901.  Disregarding 
any  other  known  varieties  this 
coinage  can  be  represented  as  the 
normal  portrait  and  lettering 
style,  or  Obverse  Variety  A. 


Obverse  Variety  A,  normal  portrait  and 
lettering  style. 

'Much  of  this  information  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  author  in  the  M.A.N.A. 
Journal,  October,  1957. 


1890 

There  was  no  coinage  for  1889. 
The  following  year  the  Heaton 
mint  struck  one  million  cents 
with  a  new  obverse  die.  Although 
it  is  basically  similar  to  Obverse 
Variety  A,  the  portrait  was 
“aged”  in  various  places  in  an 
attempt  to  portray  the  aging 
queen’s  features  more  accurately. 
Especially  noticeable  is  a  very 
heavy  accentuation  of  the  cheek 
line  extending  from  the  mouth  to 
just  above  the  neck.  This  heavy 
jowl  easily  creates  the  impression 
of  a  mump-like  condition;  thus, 
the  variety  might  properly  be 
called  the  “Mumps”  variety.  The 
coinage  of  1890  stands  alone  in 
that  it  incorporates  the  “mumps” 
portrait  without  any  changes  in 
lettering  style.  It  can  therefore 
be  represented  as  Obverse  Va¬ 
riety  B. 


Obverse  Variety  B.  “Mumps”  portrait  and 
normal  lettering  style. 

1891  and  1892 

The  coinages  of  1891  and  1892 
present  different  problems.  The 
reverse  varieties  of  large  and 
small  date  and  leaves  are  well 
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known,  and  are  listed  in  the 
major  catalogues.  The  main  point 
to  be  brought  out  here  is  that 
each  one  of  these  reverse  varie¬ 
ties  can  be  found  with  two  differ¬ 
ent  obverse  varieties! 

The  catalogued  1891  varieties 
of  large  and  small  date  are  all 
found  with  Obverse  Variety  A. 
They  can  also  be  found  with  a 
much  different  obverse  which 
must  be  designated  as  Obverse 
Variety  C. 

Variety  C  has  the  “mumps” 
portrait  but  it  also  shows  a  major 
change  in  the  style  of  the  letters 
surrounding  Victoria’s  “aged” 
features.  Letters  C,  D  and  E  are 
affected  greatly;  *the  C’s  are  al¬ 
most  closed,  the  D’s  are  much 
more  open  in  the  middle  and  the 
E’s  have  heavily  elongated  pend¬ 
ents. 


Obverse  Variety  C,  “Mumps”  portrait  and 
lettering  style  changes. 


Close-up  of  lettering  style.  Variety  C. 


Coinage  of  1892  is  found  with 
both  Obverse  Varieties  A  and  C. 

The  differences  in  lettering 
style  between  Varieties  A  and  C 
are  visible  on  well-worn  coins, 
but  the  “mumps”  condition  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  distinguish  on  coins  that 
grade  less  than  Fine.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  the  “mumps” 
condition  appears  with  both 
styles  of  lettering,  but  the  change 
in  letter  style  occurs  only  with 
the  “mumps”  portrait. 

In  connection  with  the  inevit¬ 
able  question  of  comparative  rar¬ 
ity,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in 
the  coinage  of  1891  and  1892 
where  the  normal  Variety  A  and 
“mumps”  Variety  C  exist  to¬ 
gether,  they  seem  to  be  found  in 
approximately  equal  numbers. 

The  following  chart  will  sum¬ 
marize  the  various  occurrences  of 
the  obverse  varieties  described  in 
this  article: 


YEAR 

OBVERSE 

VARIETY 

CHARACTERISTICS 

All  from  1876-1888, 
and  1893-1901 

A. 

No  cheek  line.  Normal  letter 

1890-H 

B. 

style. 

“Mumps”  portrait:  heavy 

1891  Large  Date 

A 

and 

cheek  line.  Letter  style  sim¬ 
ilar  to  Variety  A. 

• 

C. 

“Mumps”  portrait  similar  to 

1891  Small  Date, 
Large  Leaves 

A 

and 

C 

Variety  B,  but  letter  style 
changes  as  noted  in  the  text. 

1891  Small  Date, 
Small  Leaves 

A 

and 

C 

1892 

A 

and 

c 
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Early  United  States  and 
Colonial  Coins  and 
Colonial  Paper  Money 

Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonal  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please  ? 

I  offer  to  buy  or  trade 
large  cents  or  colonials  in 
"brockage"  for  my  per¬ 
sonal  collection. 

Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

Ridia'id  PicJzesi 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  366 

Albertson,  L.I.,  N.Y.  I  1507 

Yon  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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THE  TOKENS-THE  MAN 


The  Pitt  Tokens 


Pressing-  forward  much  the 
same  as  other  exponents  of  early 
U.  S.  numismatics,  the  vastly  in¬ 
triguing  series  of  colonial  Amer¬ 
ican  tokens  presents  an  even 
greater  challenge  today  than  it 
did  decades  ago.  Yet  for  the  dis¬ 
criminating  collector  these  tokens 
still  continue  to  lend  a  wealth  of 
variety,  satisfaction  and  knowl¬ 
edge  seldom  found  by  an  enthusi¬ 
ast  of  our  present  day  coinage. 

The  subject  Reviewed  by  the 
following  study  will  attempt  to 
present  merely  a  small  portion  of 
this  sensuous  series.  This  subject 
.  .  .  The  Pitt  Tokens. 

The  Man — William  Pitt,  known 
also  as  the  Elder  Pitt  and  the  Earl 
of  Chatham  to  distinguish  him 
from  his  illustrious  son  of  the 
same  name,  was  born  in  West¬ 
minster,  England  in  1708.  The 
son  of  Robert  Pitt,  a  Cornish 
squire,  he  began  his  political 
career  in  1735  when  he  joined  an 
assemblage  of  opposition  Whigs 
in  Parliament.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  became  its  leading  fig- 


King  George  II,  in  1746  Pitt  se¬ 
cured  the  title  of  postmaster-gen¬ 
eral,  and  in  the  years  that  fol¬ 
lowed  he  earned  a  national  repu¬ 
tation  for  honesty  and  integrity. 

The  year  1756  ushered  in  the 
historic  Seven  Years’  War  in 
which  Great  Britain  and  France 
fought  over  supremacy  of  the 
seas,  in  North  America  and  In¬ 
dia.  But  Britain’s  early  misman¬ 
agement  of  this  war  brought 
about  an  ideal  situation  for  Pitt, 
and  he  was  carried  into  office  as 
Secretary  of  State  and  leader  in 
Commons  by  strong  public  opin¬ 
ion.  In  this  capacity  he  assumed 
supervision  of  the  war.  A  bril¬ 
liant  strategist,  his  conduct  pro¬ 
duced  many  important  victories 
for  England. 

Most  significant  to  Americans 
of  Pitt’s  time  were  his  efforts  op¬ 
posing  the  Stamp  Act  in  which 
Britain  resolved  to  tax  her  col¬ 
onies  by  means  of  affixing  stamps 
to  newspapers,  playing  cards  and 
various  other  articles  of  British 


ure.  Utilizing  this  position,  he 
was  able  to  speak  for  groups 
never  before  represented  in  Par¬ 
liament,  thus  adding  a  new  in- 
g7-edient  to  English  politics. 

Though  strongly  maligned  by 


trade.  It  is  believed  that  he  was 
largely  responsible  for  its  repeal 
in  1766. 

Although  death  claimed  him  in 
1778,  Pitt  left  behind  a  tempestu¬ 
ous  political  career.  Hampered  by 
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ill  health  most  of  his  life,  he  still 
remained  feared  by  his  opponents 
and  admired  by  his  followers.  He 
was  considered  to  be  England’s 
most  popular  statesman  and  its 
greatest  war  leader. 

The  Tokens  —  Though  probably 
intended  as  testimonial  medalets, 
the  Pitt  tokens,  halfpenny  and 
farthing  circulated  freely  at  a 
time  when  there  was  a  severe 
shortage  of  regular  coins  in  the 
colonial  Americas.  This  shortage 
was  likely  the  consequence  of 
Great  Britain’s  attempts  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  economic  growth  of  the 
colonies  by  restricting  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  paper  money  to  only  a 
few  places;  then  with  certain 
limitations.  The  all  too  famous 
Paul  Revere  of  Boston,  whose 
name  is  already  closely  linked 
with  colonial  numismatics,  de¬ 
signed  and  presumably  engraved 
the  striking  dies,  while  the  tokens 
themselves  were  struck  by  a  Mr. 
Smithers  of  Philadelphia. 

Following  is  a  complete  de¬ 
scription  of  these  tokens: 

Obverse — On  both  tokens  the 
legend  “RESTORER  OF  COM¬ 
MERCE  1766.”  Below,  “NO 
STAMPS.”  Clothed  bust  of  Pitt 
in  wig  and  long  cue. 

Reverse — On  both  tokens  the 
legends  “THANKS  TO  THE 
FRIENDS  OF  LIBERTY  AND 
TRADE.”  Ship  sailing  to  the 
right,  with  the  words  “AMER¬ 
ICA”  on  the  field  diagonally 
across  her  bow  which  has  a  lion 
figure-head.  Reeded  edges  appear 
on  both  tokens.  The  perimeter  of 
the  farthing-sized  token  is  smaller 
than  that  of  the  halfpenny  and 
is  beaded.  It  is  rare  and  found  in 
brass  and  copper,  while  the  half¬ 
penny  is  more  frequently  avail¬ 
able  and  found  in  silver,  copper, 
brass,  tin  and  pewter. 


Calling  for  Help 

Mr.  Paul  Targonsky  of  46  Nor¬ 
wood  Street,  Meriden,  Connecti¬ 
cut  06451  is  pioneering  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  compile  a  check  list  of 
all  known  telephone  tokens,  both 
U.S.  and  foreign.  There  are 
doubtless  hundreds  of  pieces  to 
list,  and  Mr.  Targonsky  is  asking 
that  rubbings  of  the  tokens  be 
sent  to  him  to  add  to  his  list.  He 
also  requests  any  historical  data 
pertaining  to  their  use. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  collec¬ 
tors  who  have  tokens  they  believe 
may  help  Mr.  Targonsky  will  con¬ 
tact  him  at  their  earliest  con¬ 
venience. 

It  is  only  through  the  cooper¬ 
ation  of  many  collectors,  some  of 
whom  may  have  only  one  or  two 
pieces,  that  any  sort  of  compre¬ 
hensive  listing  can  be  achieved 
in  a  heretofore  unexplored  and 
neglected  area  of  numismatic 
research. 

•  •  • 


Many  Collectors  have  trouble 
translating  coin  legends.  Here’s 
how  the  “experts”  do  it: 


“ . also,  please  send 

one  tube  of  your  finest  glue.” 
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Wholesale  Coin  Supplies 

We  are  wholesale  distributors  for  whitman,  capital, 
MEGIIRIG,  SEITZ,  LETOCRAFT,  STERLING  and  others. 

Dealers  write  for  Wholesale  Catalog. 

SINCE  1917 


♦ 

Anderson  News  Company 

COIN  SUPPLY  DEPT. 

P.O.  Box  256  Florence,  Ala. 


WANTED! 

All  U.S.  Rarities  in  Singles, 
Sets,  Rolls  and  Bags. 

GOLD  •  SILVER 
COPPER  •NICKEL 

Preferably 
UNC.  AND  PROOF 

CARL  CURCIO 

P.O.  Box  I  I 

Middle  Village,  N.Y.  11379 

(MEMBER:  ANA  9645— GENA— BCC— 
QCCC — LICC;  etc.) 


Specializing  in  all 
the  coins  of 

LATIN 

AMERICA 

Will  purchase 
any  rare  coin  of 
the  world 

Henry  Christensen 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg. 
95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:  201-SW  2-3232 

I.A.P.N.  P.N.G. 
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by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


Margaret  of  Parma  and  the  “Beggars" 


In  the  mid-sixteenth  century, 
Philip  II  of  Spain  attempted  to 
reduce  the  Low  Countries  to  the 
status  of  a  Spanish  province. 
William  of  Orange  (William  the 
Silent)  turned  against  the  king 
when  that  ruler  tried  to  impose 
the  Spanish  Inquisition  on  the 
Netherlands.  William  organized 
a  party  of  resistance  called 


ficult  task  of  resisting  the  harsh 
measures  of  Philip  on  one  hand 
and  outbreaks  of  violence  by  the 
national  party  on  the  other. 

The  manner  in  which  the  active 
resistance  group  came  by  their 
colorful  party-name  is  interest¬ 
ing.  In  1566,  a  league  of  nobles 
numbering  about  300  Protestants 
and  Catholics  in  Flanders  signed 


Gueux  de  la  Mer  or  Beggars  of 
the  Sea.  Affairs  got  a  little  too 
hot  for  William  when  the  king- 
sent  the  Duke  of  Alba  to  quiet 
things,  so  he  withdrew  to  Ger¬ 
many.  Margaret  of  Parma  be¬ 
came  Regent.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  V  and  had  the  dif- 


a  document  called  the  Compro¬ 
mise  of  Breda.  This  was  a  strong 
declaration  of  resistance  to  the 
broad  curtailment  of  liberties  im¬ 
posed  by  the  Spanish  government. 
Some  of  the  group  thought  the 
document  was  too  radical  and 
upon  the  advice  of  William  they 
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succeeded  m  softening  the  tone  of 
the  document.  Later  in  the  year 
the  signers  petitioned  Margaret 
of  Parma.  Her  advisor,  Barlay- 
mont,  is  reported  to  have  referred 
to  the  petitioners  as  “these  Beg¬ 
gars.” 

The  revolutionary  party 


adopted  this  nickname  and  when 
the  first  hit-and-run  bands  of 
privateers  were  formed  to  harass 
Spanish  shipping  they  themselves 
became  known  as  “Beggars  of  the 
Sea.” 

A  contemporary  medal  of  Mar¬ 
garet  of  Parma  is  illustrated. 


Paper  Coins  of  the  Siege  of  Leyden 


Perhaps  the  greatest  single  in¬ 
cident  which  occurred  during  the 
Revolt  of  the  Netherlands  was 
the  famous  heroic  siege  of  Ley¬ 
den.  This  beleaguered  city  held 
out  for  a  year  against  the  Span¬ 
ish  forces,  which  surrounded  the 
isolated  city  beginning  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1573. 


Paper  5  sols 


The  use  of  the  land,  which  is  a 
few  feet  below  sea  level,  is  made 
possible  by  a  system  of  dikes. 
Even  in  primitive  times  the  in¬ 
habitants  of'  the  lowlands  had 
held  back  the  sea  by  constructing 
earth  mounds  far  out  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Rhine  River.  Such 
a  barrier  protected  the  commu¬ 
nity  during  the  Spanish  siege. 
For  a  year  the  inhabitants  firmly 


resisted  every  attack  in  spite  of 
heavy  losses  and  terrible  priva¬ 
tion.  Every  attempt  at  relief  by 
the  loyal  forces  was  met  with 
failure.  The  Spanish  troops  main¬ 
tained  an  iron  ring  about  the 
town,  but  at  a  respectful  distance. 
All  necessities  of  life  were  ra¬ 
tioned  and  even  their  coinage 


of  Leyden 


took  the  form  of  substitutes. 
Coins  struck  under  these  condi¬ 
tions  are  known  as  siege  pieces. 
Usually  silver  plate  from  private 
homes,  personal  jewelry  and 
church  vessels  are  shaped  into 
convenient  pieces  and  stamped 
from  official  dies.  Such  money 
usually  is  satisfactory  for  daily 
transactions  during  such  emer¬ 
gencies. 
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The  siege  at  Leyden  is  well 
remembered  by  numismatists  be¬ 
cause  they  have  handed  down  the 
usual  irregularly  shaped  silver 
pieces  and  a  few  specimens  of 
paper  coins  as  well.  Bibles  and 
church  books  were  handed  over 


ing  dikes  were  pierced  under  the 
direction  of  William  the  Silent. 
Though  this  did  not  raise  the 
water  level  enough  to  drive  out 
the  Spaniards,  a  miraculous 
windstorm  drove  in  higher  water 
from  the  sea,  permitting  the  fleet 


to  the  leaders.  The  volumes  were 
torn  into  shreds,  ground  up  and 
remade  into  thick  sheets  of  card¬ 
board  under  heavy  pressure. 
These  sheets  were  cut  to  coin  size 


and  stamped  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  silver  plate. 

The  captive  city  owed  its  de¬ 
liverance,  after  many  months,  to 
a  daring  expedient.  The  surround- 


of  “the  Beggars  of  the  Sea’'  to 
sail  to  relief  of  the  city  October 
2,  1574. 

The  diamond  shaped  piece  is  of 
silver  and  struck  from  the  5  sols 


die.  A  corresponding  round  piece 
from  the  same  die  is  made  of 
macerated  paper  as  described. 
The  larger  specimen  is  also  a 
paper  coin. 
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Stolen  Gold  from  a 

One  of  the  most  important  edi¬ 
fices  ever  built  was  the  Temple  of 
Athene  Parthenos,  commonly 
known  as  the  Parthenon.  Stand¬ 
ing  at  the  summit  of  the  Acrop¬ 
olis  in  Athens,  Greece,  it  was  built 
under  the  administration  of  Per¬ 
icles  in  the  fifth  century  B.  C.  It 
was  constructed  on  the  site  of  the 
older  temple  destroyed  during  the 
Persian  invasion.  A  colossal  ivory 
and  gold  statue  of  Athena,  the 
work  of  Phidias,  was  placed  in 
that  magnificent  shrine  and  dedi¬ 
cated  in  438  B.  C. 

A  tyrant  and ‘military  leader, 
Lachares,  ruled  the  city  of 
Athens  when  it  was  besieged  by 
Demetrius  in  296  B.  C.  Faced 
with  the  problem  of  paying  his 
troops,  he  found  a  way  out  of  his 
financial  dilemma  by  recklessly 
ordering  that  the  beautiful  statue 
be  stripped  of  its  gold. 

He  proceeded  to  melt  the  pre¬ 
cious  metal  said  to  amount  to 
forty  talents  of  pure  gold.  He 
struck  a  large  quantity  of  gold 
coins,  mainly  staters,  paid  his 
soldiers  and  later  escaped  to 
Thebes  with  the  remainder  of  the 
coins  and  other  treasure  which 
he  had  robbed  at  Athens.  Only  a 
few  specimens  survive  and  oc¬ 
casionally  are  offered  for  sale, 
usually  in  auctions. 

The  statue  consisted  of  plates 
of  ivory,  laid  upon  a  core  of 
wood  or  stone  for  the  flesh  parts. 
The  drapery  and  ornaments  were 
of  solid  gold.  The  gold  was  so 
attached  to  the  figure  that  it 
could  be  removed  without  diffi¬ 
culty.  Thus  the  desecration  was 
not  so  much  a  destructive  act  as 
simply  one  of  denuding  the  beau¬ 
tiful  figure. 


Statue  For  Coinage 


The  head  of  goddess  Athena  is 
shown  on  the  obverse.  The  usual 
owl  is  found  on  the  reverse  to¬ 
gether  with  an  olive  twig,  A  0  E, 
and  a  small  kalathos  or  wool- 
basket  (a  symbol  referring  to  the 
statue  from  which  the  gold  was 
removed.) 

Athena  was  clothed  in  gold 
once  more  in  230  B.C.  when  the 
public  exchequer  was  again  filled 
during  a  more  prosperous  period, 
and  the  sacrilegious  theft  was 
forgotten. 

•  •  • 

Coinage  of  Panama 
1961  and  1962 

The  1961  Panamanian  coinage 
includes  the  one  and  five  centesi- 
mos,  and  silver  1/10,  14  and  14 
Balboa  pieces.  These  are  similar 
in  execution  to  the  1953  commem¬ 
orative  coinage  and  were  also 
struck  at  Mexico  City.  A  partial 
wreath  was  substituted  for  the 

“CINCUENTENARIO”  legend. 

The  London  mint  struck  the 
1962  issues.  Denominations  in¬ 
clude  the  one  and  five  centesimos, 
and  1/10,  !4  and  14  Balboa 

pieces.  The  five  centesimos  shows 
minor  changes  from  the  1961 
issue  (see  new  listings  for  MOD¬ 
ERN  WORLD  COINS).  The 
three  denominations  of  silver 
coinage  revert  almost  exactly  to 
the  older  style  of  1930-1934. 
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We  are  distributors  of  Co  in 
&  Stomp  supplies  featur¬ 
ing  the  complete  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 
COIN  &  STAMP 
COMPANY  LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

49  Queen  St.  E. 
Toronto  1,  Canada 

Established  1949 


DOLLAR  SPECIALS 

1899-1900-01  O  Mint  $3.50  ea. 
1898-1902-04  O  Mint  3.50  ea. 

All  O  Mint,  All  Unc. 

A 

1903-0  nice  Unc.  $50.00 

1885-CC  Pr.  Surface  75.00 

Jap  invasion  notes  \(f.  to  $1000.  Says, 
will  pay  the  bearer  on  demand,  same 
as  our  notes  do  and  supposed  to  have 
been  for  the  invasion  of  the  U.S. 

Unc.  $3.00  Set. 

List  #31.  100  pages  50*. 

• 

NORMAN  SHULTZ 

Box  746 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84110 


50c 

BRENGS  YOU  A 
SAMPLE  COPY  OF 
NUMISMATIC 

SCRAPBOOK 

MAGAZINE 

The  largest  coin 
collectors'  magazine 

• 

Now  in  its  30th  year 
Subscription  $4.00  Year 

Canada  and  Foreign  $4.50 

• 

HEWITT  BROS.,  Publishers 

7328  Milwaukee,  Chicago  48 


LESTER 

MERKIN 

515  Madison  Avenue 
New  York,  N.Y.  10022 
212-PL3-1 130 

RARE  UNITED  STATES, 
FOREIGN  COINS,  ALL 
NUMISMATIC  ITEMS 
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Gostalatulatio-HA 


and 


B&it  'WiA.UeA. 

to 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  CO. 

on  their  new 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal 

We  know  that  coin  collectors  everywhere 
will  look  forward  to  this  new  publication 
and  the  timely  information  it  will  contain. 


HAROLD  COHN 

"HARCO" 


3224  North  Halsted 


Chicago,  Illinois 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  JANUARY  1964 


PAGE  55 


Alaskan  Trade  Tokens 

Shishmaref  Native  Store  —  Shish- 
maref— 5# — 10# — 25#— 50#— $1 .00  — 

$60.00  a  set. 

McCreedy  &  Elliott — Skagway — 5# — 
10#  -  25# -50# -$1.00 -$5.00- 
$150.00  a  set  (only  1  set  available). 

Alaska  gold— 2  Too  Wah— 1862 — 
$100.00  (only  1  available). 

Alaska  Native  Brotherhood  medal¬ 
lion — 2500  issued  to  commemorate 
50th  anniversary  —  bronze  —  $2.00 
each. 

Postage  &  Insurance  included  in 
these  prices. 

Send  us  your  want  lists  for  Alaskan 
tokens  and  Canadian  coins. 

TOTEM  COIN  SHOP 

Box  785  Juneau,  Alaska 

MEMBERS  OF  ANA-CNA  &  TAMS 


Hubert  L.  Polzer 

4716  W.  Center 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53210 
ANA  4439 

♦ 

WHITMAN'S  ORIGINAL  JOBBER 
Established  1919 

Continued  Success  to 

RICHARD  S.  YEOMAN 

and  the 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  CO. 


FIXED  PRICE  LIST  NO.  T 

To  Be  Issued  on  February  20,  1964 

U.  S.  and  foreign  coins,  obsolete  currency,  tokens  etc.  List  will 
be  issued  3  or  4  times  per  year  to  only  500  active  collectors  at 
no  charge. 

Send  us  your  name,  address  and  your  want  lists 

TOWSON  COINS  INC. 

722  Dulaney  Valley  Road 
Towson,  Maryland  21204 

AND  ASSOCIATED  WITH 

Mason-Dixon  Coin  Exchange  Pimlico  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

208  W.  Saratoga  Street  3350  W.  Belvedere  Ave. 

Baltimore,  Maryland  21201  Baltimore,  Maryland  21215 
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The  Mystery  Coin  of  Puerto  Rico 

J  J 

The  20  Centavos  Piece  of  1896 — Does  It  Exist? 

By  K.  E.  Bresseit,  F.R.N.S. 


In  recent  years  there  has  been 
a  sharp  upswing  of  interest  in 
areas  of  numismatics  pertaining 
to  United  States’  possessions  or 
those  that  were  formerly  under 
U.  S.  jurisdiction.  During  the 
past  two  and  a  half  years,  the 
WHITMAN  PUBLISHING 
COMPANY  has  introduced  the 
popular  Coin  Reference  Series  of 
soft-bound  black  cover  books, 
many  of  which  ^pertain  specif¬ 
ically  to  U.  S.  periphery  coinage. 

The  Coin  Reference  Series  in¬ 
cludes  a  book  entitled  “The 
Money  of  Puerto  Rico”,  by  Mau¬ 
rice  M.  Gould  and  Lincoln  W. 
Higgie.  In  this  work,  the  authors 
present  a  capsule  history  of  the 
disorganized  monetary  and  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions  that  caused  the 
issuance  of  private  hacienda  and 
plantation  tokens,  culminating 
with  the  Spanish  Government- 
authorized  regular  coinage  of 
1895-1896.  On  pages  14-16,  this 
regular  coinage  is  listed  and 
mintage  figures  given  for  each 
denomination  from  5  Centavos  to 
One  Peso;  included  in  that  list 
are  two  dates  and  mintages  for 
the  20  Centavos  coin:  1895  (mint¬ 
age  of  967,364  pieces)  and  1896 
(mintage  of  2,382,642  pieces 
given) . 

The  Royal  Decree  of  August 
17,  1895  specified  that  Puerto 
Rico  was  to'  have  a  distinctive 
coinage  to  replace  the  then-cur¬ 
rent  Mexican  Pesos.  The  first 
coinage  in  1895  consisted  of  the 
Peso  (equivalent  to  5  Spanish 
Pesetas)  and  the  20  Centavos 
(equal  to  1  Peseta).  The  next 


year  saw  the  appearance  of  40, 
10  and  5  Centavos  pieces  to  com¬ 
plete  the  silver  series.  The  mys¬ 
tery  lies  in  the  reported  mintage 
of  20  Centavos  coins  dated  1896. 

Since  publication  of  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  reference  in  1962,  there 
have  been  a  number  of  instances 
of  supposed  offerings  or  listings 
of  the  1896  piece,  but  when  these 
were  followed  through  they  all 
turned  out  to  be,  in  fact,  the 
1895  coin.  Further  evidence  that 
“something  is  rotten  in  the  state 
of  Denmark”  is  the  rather  con¬ 
vincing  point  that  the  1895  20 
Centavos  coin  is  quite  readily 
found,  yet  there  is  an  apparently 
total  absence  of  a  single  speci¬ 
men  dated  1896 — this  despite  a 
supposed  mintage  of  less  than  one 
million  in  1895  and  over  two  mil- 
ion  in  1896. 

The  natural  question  arises — if 
this  coin  does  not  exist,  how  did 
the  listing  originate,  and  why 
has  it  been  believed  that  there 
ever  was  an  issue  of  1896  20  Cen¬ 
tavos  coins?  There  are  some  ref¬ 
erences  that  would  seem  to  back 
up  this  belief.  A  contemporary 
article  from  the  Numismatist  of 
1898  at  least  does  not  contradict 
these  later  listings.  (This  article 
will  be  discussed  in  a  later  para¬ 
graph.)  In  Volume  5  of  Tomas 
Dasi’s  work  on  the  Reales  De  A 
Ocho,  (Valencia,  Spain,  1951)  he 
gives  mintage  figures  on  pages 
126-127  which  correspond  with 
those  used  in  the  WHITMAN 
book  (with  minor  exceptions — 
for  the  10  and  5  Centavos  Dasf 
lists  6  more  made  of  each  piece) . 
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The  Guttag  Collection,  com¬ 
piled  as  a  book  by  Edgar  H. 
Adams  in  1929,  lists  an  1896  20 
Centavos  of  Puerto  Rico  as  Num¬ 
ber  4570  in  the  collection.  How¬ 
ever,  this  listing  cannot  be  ac¬ 
cepted  per  se,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  book  has  been 
found  to  contain  numerous  errors. 

The  A.N.S.  Monograph  Num¬ 
ber  88  entitled  ‘  A  Puerto  Rican 
Counterstamp”,  by  Jaime  Her¬ 
nandez  (New  York,  1940),  con¬ 
tains  plates  following  the  text. 
On  Plate  2  there  is  shown  a  20 
Centavos  coin  with  a  date  which 
at  first  glance  could  be  mistaken 
for  1896.  A  more  careful  observa¬ 
tion  reveals  that  it  is  actually  an 
1895  coin. 

The  following  excerpt  from  an 
article  written  for  the  December, 
1898  Numismatist  by  Trumbull 
White  is  an  important  but  incon¬ 
clusive  contemporary  account  of 
the  coinage  of  silver  and  the  pol¬ 
icy  concerning  copper  coins  cir¬ 
culating  in  Puerto  Rico: 

“In  response  to  the  repeated 
demands  of  the  people  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  delegations  sent 
back  to  Spain  to  formulate  the 
demands,  the  Spanish  Govern¬ 
ment  finally  promised  to  afford 
relief  by  means  of  a  special  issue 
of  coin  for  the  island.  In  1895  the 
Spanish  mint  coined  5,000,000  sil¬ 
ver  pesos  and  the  next  year  a 
total  of  2,000.000  pesos  in  frac¬ 
tional  silver,  the  pieces  being  of 
the  denominations  of  5,  10,  20 
and  40  centavos.  In  size  and  nom¬ 
inal  value  the  peso  of  100  cen¬ 
tavos  corresponds  to  our  silver 
dollar,  so  the  fractional  coins  are 
easily  reckoned,  though  there  are 
none  of  25  or  50  centavos.  No 
change  was  made  in  the  copper 
coinage,  the  pieces  current  in 
Spain  of  1  and  2  centavos  still 


circulating  in  Puerto  Rico.  In 
order,  however,  to  keep  them 
from  leaking  out  of  the  island, 
those  shipped  over  for  local  cir¬ 
culation  were  roughly  punched 
with  a  hand  punch,  making  a  hole 
sometimes  penetrating  through 
the  coin  and  sometimes  only 
marking  it.  Coppers  thus  marked 
are  not  accepted  in  Spain,  so 
they  are  not  likely  to  drift  out 
of  local  circulation.” 

The  basic  question  has  not  been 
answered  by  these  comments,  ci¬ 
tation  of  references  or  any  other 
source  so  far  brought  to  our  at¬ 
tention.  We  now  offer  the  prob¬ 
lem  to  all  of  our  readers  in  hopes 
that  someone  may  finally  solve 
the  riddle  once  and  for  all — 
DOES  THE  1896  PUERTO 
RICO  20  CENTAVOS  EXIST??? 

•  •  • 

The  Facts  on  Ghana 
Proofs 

There  seems  to  be  some  confu¬ 
sion  as  to  the  true  number  of 
1958  Ghana  crowns  and  proof 
sets  issued.  This  probably  arises 
owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of 
those  who  have  sets  to  sell  choose 
to  report  only  the  quantity  is¬ 
sued  for  the  original  utterance  of 
1958;  i.e.  3,000  proof  sets  and 
4,500  additional  cased  crowns. 

Research  by  the  Empire  Coin 
Co.  staff  has  turned  up  the  inter¬ 
esting  fact  that  for  the  years 
1959,  1960  and  1961  additional 
sets,  all  dated  1958,  were  pro¬ 
duced.  The  true  total  for  all  sets 
made  through  1961  is  20,431;  for 
cased  crowns  12. 360.  These  fig¬ 
ures  do  not  include  any  which 
may  have  been  struck  in  1962. 
It  is  fairly  certain  that  none  were 
struck  after  1962. 
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this  hot-selling  product  dis¬ 
penses  easily  with  a  touch 
of  a  button.  Six-ounce  can 
is  enough  to  spray  thous¬ 
ands  of  coins.  1.59 


E-Z  DISPLAY  PAGES 

hold  Hudgeons  E-Z 
Seal  Coin  Holders  in 
proper  style.  Standard  81*  x 
11"  size  fits  into  any  2  or 
3-ring  notebook  binder.  Of 
sturdy,  quality  stock.  White 
or  black.  Pages  hold  twelve 
2  x  2"  coin  holders  or  six 
2lj  x  2 'a"  coin  holders. 
Please  designate  color  and 
size  when  ordering  3  FOR  1.00 


NEW!  E-Z  PRINT  allows  instant, 
professional  lettering  for 
identification  of  all  coin  ac¬ 
cessories.  including  coin 
holders,  rolls,  plastic  tubes 
and 'mounts!  Words  and  let¬ 
ters  transfer  from  sheet  to 
surface  when  burnished 
with  tool  provided.  Over  837 
coin  and  money  terms  avail¬ 
able!  Bubble  packaged. 
Choose  black  or  gold:  79c 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
LOCAL  DISTRIBUTOR 

Or  Write: 

HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 
5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND  42,  OHIO 
DIAL  216-234-0034 


E  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  JANUARY  1964 


PAGE  59 


liy  Zander  H.  Klawans 


INTRODUCTION 

Were  it  necessary  for  me  to 
point  to  the  two  most  distinguish¬ 
ing  characteristics  of  the  coinage 
of  Republican  Rome,  I  would  be 
obliged  to  say  this:  that  it  re¬ 
flects  the  strong  religious  nature 
of  the  Roman  people  and,  sec¬ 
ondly,  that  it  demonstrably  indi¬ 
cates  the  deep  feeling  of  pride  felt 
by  the  Roman  nobility  for  their 
ancestors. 

Ancestor  worship  at  times  took 
a  most  peculiar  turn,  for  it  has 
long  been  known  that  some  Ro¬ 
mans  claimed  victories  for  their 
ancestors  in  battles  which,  indeed, 
had  never  been  fought;  had  placed 
them  in  the  highest  government 
offices  which,  in  fact,  they  never 
occupied.  And  even  more  common 
a  practice,  they  claimed  descent 
from  the  very  gods  themselves 
.  .  .  a  truly  delightful  and  stimu¬ 
lating  thought  from  a  poetic 
standpoint,  but  hardly  of  help 
when  one  is  interested  in  his¬ 
torical  fact.  Yet  with  it  all,  we 
must  understand  that  these  an¬ 
cestors  indeed  were  strong,  heroic 
and  intelligent  men.  How  could 
Rome  have  reached  such  heights 
were  it  otherwise  ?  Fools  and 
rogues  do  not  build  great  civiliza¬ 
tions. 

The  religious  nature  of  the  coin¬ 
age  is  another  matter,  for  it  is  in 
this  respect  that  the  coins  act  as 
tiny  mirrors,  reflecting  a  true 
md  imp^1  tunt  image  of  everyday 
Roman  life.  One  cannot  separate 
a  Roman  from  his  religion  and  it 


was  a  serious  business  when  a 
Roman  soldier  pleaded  with  the 
mighty  god  Mars  to  guide  him  to 
success  in  battle;  a  serious  busi¬ 
ness  when  Aesculapius  was  im¬ 
plored  to  ward  off  a  pestilence. 
And  it  was  a  serious  business 
when  sacrifices  were  made  to  Nep¬ 
tune  in  the  hope  that  he  would 
calm  a  troubled  sea.  There  were 
ways,  too,  to  mend  an  aching 
heart  if  Venus  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  have  Cupid  shoot  his 
arrow  with  accuracy! 

How  many  gods  there  were! 
Not  Roman  gods  only,  but  gods 
brought  to  the  great  mother  city 
from  all  parts  of  the  known  world, 
there  to  be  appeased,  watched 
over,  flattered,  chided  and  adored 
by  devoted  and  zealous  cults.  It 
would  have  required  a  remark¬ 
able  memory  to  have  known  them 
all! 

And  so  it  is  not  surprising  that 
a  goddess  watched  over  the  very 
mints  where  the  coinage  was 
manufactured.  She  was  Juno  Mon- 
eta  .  .  .  goddess  of  the  money. 
Her  very  name,  Moneta,  is  one  of 
the  Latin  words  for  money.  And 
when  the  money  was  struck  it 
was  placed  for  safe-keeping  in 
the  temple  of  the  great  god 
Saturn.  Most  assuredly  did  re¬ 
ligion  play  a  prominent  part  in 
Roman  life. 

My  own  great  delight  in  the 
coinage  of  antiquity  has  been  per¬ 
petuated  because  of  my  love  for 
Roman  history.  For  me  .  .  .  and 
I  would  hope  that  it  will  prove  to 
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be  the  same  lor  my  readers  .  .  . 
these  coins  form  a  little  path  into 
the  romance  of  the  past,  and  if  we 
are  fortunate  enough  to  be  blessed 
with  a  little  imagination  it  should 
not  be  difficult  to  find  ourselves, 
for  a  few  moments  at  least,  to  be 
in  the  happy  position  of  finding 
ourselves  as  witnesses  to  the  dic¬ 
tatorship  of  a  Sulla,  to  the  loves 
of  an  Anthony,  to  the  death  of  a 
Caesar  or,  as  we  shall  see  on  one 
coin,  to  the  arrival  in  Rome  of  a 
cart  load  of  banished,  drunken 
flute  players  .  .  .  returned  to  the 
city  by  public  demand! 

In  truth,  then,  the  coins  provide 
us  with  the  means  of  physically 
uniting  ourselves  «with  the  past 
.  .  .  and,  therefore,  with  a  part 
of  our  heritage. 

THE  ROMAN  NAME 

In  the  next  chapter  we  see  the 
names  or  monograms  of  the 
moneyers  on  the  coins.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  the  names  are  brief, 
mostly  in  monogram  form  but 
with  the  passage  of  time  we  find 
the  name  becoming  longer  and 
more  complete. 


Examine  the  reverse  of  a  denar¬ 
ius  which  probably  had  been 
struck  between  155  and  150  B.C. 
by  a  moneyer  whose  name  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  Purpureo. 
The  monogram  appears  under  the 
feet  of  the  horses  and  it  will  be 
easy  to  see  that  the  long  lines  of 
both  the  letter  P  and  the  letter  R 
form  the  letter  V  (the  Latin  lan¬ 
guage  did  not  have  a  letter  U). 


If  we  were  to  put  the  monogram 
on  a  line  it  would  read  PVR,  an 
abbreviated  form  of  the  moneyer’s 
name. 


The  denarius  illustrated  above 
was  struck  a  little  later,  perhaps 
between  150  and  146  B.C.  Once 
more,  under  the  feet  of  the  horses, 
we  see  the  letters  TOD,  for  Todus, 
or  Todillus. 


This  is  a  denarius  of  the 
moneyer  Caius  Scribonius,  struck 
between  145  and  138  B.C.  Scri¬ 
bonius  has  added  his  first  name  to 
the  coin,  but  he  has  added  it  in 
the  common  way  found  on  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  coins,  that  is,  in 
abbreviated  form.  The  abbrevia¬ 
tion  of  Caius  is,  simply,  the  letter 
C.  The  name  appears  above  the 
word  Roma. 


Here  is  a  denarius  struck  some¬ 
time  between  125  and  120  B.C.  by 
Quintus  Marcius  Pilipus.  His  first 
name  is  represented  by  the  letter 
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Q.,  and  his  last  name  is  spelled 
out  in  full. 


Between  109  and  100  B.C.  a 
moneyer  named  Marcus  Sergius 
Silus  struck  this  denarius  upon 
which  we  find  portions  of  his  com¬ 
plete  name.  Only  the  “us”  has 
been  omitted  from  Sergius. 


Finally,  we  come  to  a  coin 
struck  in  89  or  88  B.C.  by  Caius 
Vibius  Pansa  and  we  see  his  full 
name  on  the  coin.  In  addition,  we 
also  see  the  letters  C.F.  after  his 
name.  These  extremely  common 
letters  are  found  on  many  of  the 
coins  which,  in  this  instance,  mean 
CAII  filius,  son  of  Caius.  Its  use 
will  of  course  depend  upon  the 
name  of  the  father  of  the  moneyer 
in  question.  And  so  we  shall  find 
MN.  F,  Manii  filius,  son  of 
Manius;  L  F  ,  Lucii  filius,  son  of 
Lucius;  M.F.,  Marci  filius,  son  of 
Marcus  and  so  forth.  We  shall 
find  that  some  moneyers  went 
further  and  indicated  on  their 
coins  that  they  were  the  sons  and 
grandsons  of  such  and  such  per¬ 
sons  (example:  A.  Postumius 
A.F.S.N. — son  of  Alus  grandson 
of  Spurius).  On  this  coin,  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  have  been 
shown  because  the  moneyer’s 
name  is  struck  on  both  portions  of 
the  coin. 


To  this  point  in  our  discussion 
we  have  talked  about  the  first, 
middle  and  last  names  of  the 
moneyers,  but  it  will  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  interest  to  carry  our 
discussion  a  little  further  and  to 
describe  these  names  in  terms 
common  to  most  numismatists. 

A  Roman’s  first  name,  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  shortly  after 
birth,  was  known  as  his  PRAE- 
NOMEN,  from  prae,  before  and 
nomen,  name.  A  glance  through 
an  index  of  Roman  moneyers  will 
reveal  that  there  were  very  very 
few  first  names  in  Republican 
times.  This  is  the  name  that  is 
found  abbreviated  on  the  coins. 

The  Roman  second  name  ...  or 
middle  name  ...  is  called,  simply, 
NOMEN.  The  NOMEN  was  'a 
clan  name,  or  as  the  Romans  ex¬ 
pressed  it,  the  name  of  his  GENS 
.  .  .  his  gentile  name.  Stevenson, 
in  his  DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN 
COINS  said  that  it  “designated 
the  race  from  which  he  had 
sprung”.  Invariably  this  name 
ended  in  “TUS”.  And  so  we  find, 
to  name  a  few,  CORNELIUS, 
POMPEIUS,  AEMILIUS,  CAL- 
PURNIUS,  and  so  on.  When  we 
speak  of  these  gentes  (plural  for 
gens)  we  do  not  say,  “the  Cor¬ 
nelius  gens  or,  the  Aemilius  gens,” 
but  the  Cornelia  gens;  the 
Aemilia  gens. 

The  Roman  third  name  was 
called  the  COGNOMEN.  This  was 
the  name  of  the  immediate  family 
to  which  its  bearer  belonged.  The 
third  name  came  into  existence  as 
families  grew,  married  into  differ¬ 
ent  families  and  established  their 
own  groups. 

It  is  interesting  to  dwell  upon 
how  we  use  these  names  today. 
When  we  mention  one  of  Rome’s 
greatest  orators  we  call  him 
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Cicero  which  is  his  cognomen.  His 
full  name  was  Marcus  Tullius 
Cicero.  When  Shakespeare  has 
Julius  Caesar  pointing  to  Cassius 
saying,  “yon  Cassius  hath  a  lean 
and  hungry  look”,  Caesar  is  using 
the  nomen  of  his  assassin  to  be. 

Upon  occasion  we  will  find  Ro¬ 
mans  with  yet  another  name  .  .  . 
an  AGNOMEN  (from  ag  or  ad, 
meaning  “to”  .  .  .  thus,  adding  to 
his  name).  Usually  this  name  was 
bestowed  for  a  significant  mili¬ 
tary  success,  as  in  the  case  of  P. 
Cornelius  Scipio  Africanus,  or  as 
a  nickname,  as  with  Q.  Caecilius 
Metellus  Pius,  or  M.  Calpurnius 
Piso  M.f.  Frugi  (the  frugal  one). 

Familiarity  with  the  names  of 
the  moneyers  will  make  identifi¬ 
cation  of  the  coins  much  easier. 

(To  be  continued) 
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